
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 1 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

I do it my way! 
Why can’t I feel God’s presence beside me? 

I n last week's Gospel we encountered Peter, a er acknowledging 
who Jesus really was, nonetheless unable to accept the image of 

"Messiah" that his master presented to him. Jesus spoke of suffer-
ing - but the disciples wanted their Messiah to be strong and in-
vincible against every foe.  

In today’s Gospel, the teaching con:nues. Jesus's friends must 
learn that God's way is different. They must see how it is only 
through suffering and the abandonment of human illusions of 
power that he, and they themselves, will truly experience the 
power of God. Yet they s:ll do not want to know. When Jesus 
speaks of weakness and submission, they respond by ge=ng into 
their own private arguments with each other. "Who is the great-
est" they secretly debate, doubtless hoping the group will honour 
their prowess and rally behind their efforts to prove Jesus wrong - 
to show they are strong enough to defend him to the last, and 
keep things the way they want them to be. They want it their way! 

So finally, Jesus sets a child before them - an image of dependency 
and vulnerability. To counter their illusions of strength, he invites 
them to welcome weakness, to embrace a lack of independence, 
to rejoice in the inability to be in control and have their own way. 

Take his actions literally for a moment - how openly do we wel-
come the young child who cannot keep quiet during Mass? To such 
as these belongs the Kingdom of God. And now take his teaching 
metaphorically - how ready are we to admit our own weakness and 
short-sightedness, to recognise that "doing it our way" is not al-
ways best? How fully do we embrace our dependency on each oth-
er, our need for support and in that need, our hunger for God? As 
we move towards amalgamation as a parish with St Mary’s and the 
closure of St Matthew’s, how determined are we to pull together 
in Christ’s name, to recognise our need of each other at this diffi-
cult time, and really work together? Or might there still be a part of 
us inside that wants to protest, and perhaps make our own plans 

to leave and go somewhere else (or to decide “We’ve done our bit” 
and resolve that we’re not going to get involved any more?) When 
we do pull together through all the challenges and uncertainty, we, 
as the disciples were being taught, invite the Kingdom into our 
midst, where God's power shines through human weakness and 
even through any mistakes we might make along the way. Then in 
that Kingdom he will overcome every pain and sadness, and bring 
us a real inner peace. There too we will find a strength beyond any-
thing we have to offer. And then, with the Psalmist today, we can 
truly proclaim: “The Lord upholds my life.” 

NEW SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2018-19 
Today we will formally present and greet the children and their 
families who have registered for the programme of prepara:on 
leading to the Sacrament of First Holy Communion next summer. 
Please keep them all in your prayers. 

PARISH AMALGAMATION with St MARY’S 
and Closure of St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

Last week at St Matthew’s a timeline was announced that will, 
now, lead to the closure of their Church building. It seemed appro-
priate to speak to the people of St Matthew’s first, rather than 
announce it publicly in the newsletter before they had heard.  

The final Sunday Mass at St Matthew’s will be at 9am on Sunday 
18th November, and the closing Mass will be celebrated by the 
Bishop at 7pm on Friday 23rd November. 

***** 
The first consultation before amalgamation is now underway, and 
it relates to the boundaries of the new parish. Full information is 
available on the parish website, and responses can be sent directly 
from there. Alternatively, information is available on the church no-
ticeboards and responses can be sent by post to: Fr Martin Collins, 
Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Manchester M30 8QD, 
or by email to office @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk  

Do, please, keep these challenging :mes in your prayers, that with 
Our Lord’s help, all will be turned to good for the building up of 
the Kingdom of God in our area. Stay with us, Lord, on our journey. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Logan, Moya  
9.00am:  Please log in ore see print version  
10.30am:  Jaine, Dari 

OFFERTORY 
Collec;on: 15th/16th September:           See print version 
  Home Missions:            See print version 
  “Whisky Bottle” (building works):      See print version  

PRAYER MEETINGS at St GILBERT’S 
There will be no prayer mee:ngs at St Gilbert’s Presbytery in 
September or October due to unforeseen circumstances. 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re;ring collec;on this week or next. 

The “Whisky Bottle” is left at the back of Holy Cross 
Church for donations towards the forthcoming alterations/
refurbishments. The expected cost is around £100,000 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar:n, a er Mass or at any convenient :me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Melanie, Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, 
Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, 
Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christo-
pher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, 
John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peg-
gy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Pe-
ter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Nijole, Vanessa, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and 
Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Matilda Fernanda, Lucy Leonard, Alice Ferns, 
Dennis Burke, Pat Prater, Anthony d’Mello, Hector d’Sa, Ron-
nie MacPherson, Kevin Royle. 

Anniversaries: Martin Tighe, Reda Moore, Joseph Richard-
son, Agnes Young, Lucy Kennedy, Fr Terry McCann, Thomas 
Yates, Rose Hosey, Richard Jackson, Gilbert Bailey, Martin 
Platt. 

Remembrance: Michael Lavin, Charles, Agnes and Ann Geen-
ey, Marie Payne. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the peo-
ple of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restruc-
turing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hos-
pital, nursing and residential homes, and for a  number of 
special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar:n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar:n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other :mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St MaAhew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

          WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 24th September) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St MaAhew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members most welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi;on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Thursday:   9.30am Mass at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School, with Year 5. All welcome 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi;on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi;on of the Blessed Sacrament at St MaAhew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

MACMILLAN CAKE AND COFFEE MORNING 
Frances invites you this Friday (28th September) from 10am to 
1pm to a cake and coffee morning, in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Further details from the church. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
As many of you are aware, places at our Catholic Primary schools in 
this area are very much at a premium. Holy Cross and All Saints’ 
School is undergoing an expansion programme to provide extra plac-
es, but if you are applying for a place for your child it is essential that 
use the three choices you are given and, if you can possibly travel the 
distance, list three Catholic schools in the order of your preference. If 
you do not, and if a place is not available at your first choice, you will 
most probably find your child allocated a place at the nearest non-
Catholic school instead. As too many of our parents will testify, the 
appeals process can then be very difficult. 

LORETO COLLEGE OPEN DAYS 
Loreto Sixth Form College is part of the 11-19 provision of Catholic 
Education for boys and girls in the city of Manchester and its sur-
rounding districts. Details of their open days during October 2018 are 
displayed on the noticeboard at the back of church. 

GIFT AID 
Sincere thanks to all those taxpayers who choose to Gift Aid their 
donations to the parish. Without it costing them a penny extra, the 
church has just received from the Government this year’s reclaim of 
£ 5,832.19. If you are a taxpayer and do not at present use this 
scheme, would you perhaps consider signing up to help? Just speak 
to Marie (the Parish Secretary) or to Fr Martin. It really won’t cost 
you anything extra! 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
Training for new altar servers will con:nue for the next few 
weeks, though there will be no training a er Sunday’s 10.30am 
Mass this week due to Bap:sms. 

RCIA 
This programme, (the “Rite of Chris:an Ini:a:on of Adults”) is for 
adults who wish to be bap:sed in the Catholic Church and for 
those who want to learn more about their Faith. It will begin in 
October 2018. If you wish to join the programme, please see Fr 
Mar:n as soon as possible to register. 

                  22nd/23rd September 2018   
This week let us pray for: 
• The people of the parishes of St. Ann and 

St. Hugh of Lincoln, StreUord, with Fr. Murphy.  
• The Faithful Companions of Jesus. 
• The parish primary schools and St. Anthony’s College. 

May we strive to live according to the wisdom  
that comes from above. 

PIETY SHOP 
Do check out our comprehensive stocks, which now also include 
some items for Christmas! (Well, everyone else is doing it…)  

BUILDING PROJECT AT HOLY CROSS 
Works will commence on 1st October, and are expected to last for 6 
weeks. Saturday and Sunday Masses will continue as usual during 
this time, but weekday Masses will be subject to change. 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer has been prepared by the 
Christian women of Slovenia and will take place at Manchester 
Methodist Central Hall on 1st March 2018. The preparation day is 
coming up on Friday 25th October. Please see notice for details. 

OBERAMMERGAU 2020 
Anyone still wishing to join our pilgrimage to the world-renowned 
Passion Play in 2020, please speak to Fr Martin or Anne-Marie Hor-
rocks as soon as possible. Final lists of participants are now due. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Sunday 14th October, 5-8pm. Charity show for Francis House 

by Jimmy Cricket at Holy Cross Community Hall. Tickets availa-
ble now at £10 including refreshments. 

• Saturday 17th November, 7-11pm, concert with “Pon:ac” at 
Patricro  Conserva:ve Club in support of the running of our 
parish minibus. (Our thanks to the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes). Tickets now available at £6 each. 

• Thursday 6th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Dinner at 
Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). Tickets £16 (as 
last year). More details at a later date. 


