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OWNING OUR VULNERABILITIES 

I n last week's Gospel, we saw Peter, after acknowledging who 
Jesus really was, unable to accept the image of "Messiah" that 

his master described to him. Jesus spoke of suffering, but the dis-
ciples wanted their Messiah strong and invincible against his foes. 
So Jesus tried to teach them that God's way is different, and it is 
only through suffering and the abandonment of human illusions of 
power that he, and they themselves, will truly feel the power of God. 
Today, we see Jesus once again with his friends, trying to make them 
understand—but they still do not want to know. When Jesus speaks of 
weakness and submission to those who wish him harm, they respond 
by getting into their own private arguments with each other. "Who is 
the greatest" they secretly debate, doubtless wishing the others to  
honour their prowess and rally behind their efforts to prove Jesus 
wrong—to show they are strong enough to defend him to the last. 
Finally, Jesus sets a child before them—an image of dependency 
and vulnerability. To counter their illusions of strength, he invites 
them to welcome weakness, to embrace a lack of independence, 
an inability to be in control, and there to find God. 
And so, to us: how ready are we to admit our own weakness and  
limitations, to recognise that going it alone is not always best? 
How fully do we embrace our dependency upon each other, our 
need for support, our hunger for God? For when we do, we too might 
find that Kingdom, where God's power, shining through human  
weakness, overcomes every evil and brings us inner peace at last. 

SEPTEMBER—SVP AWARENESS MONTH 
During the pandemic, the SVP has helped a number of families and 
kept in touch with people by telephone. They hope soon to be able to 
resume visiting the elderly in their homes. 

BAPTISM & COMMUNION PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Sophie-
Marie and Niamh, who were baptised at Holy Cross last week. 

First Communion Programme: Please keep a record of all the Masses 
your child attends. We are now planning to restart the fortnightly live-
streamed Masses to the classrooms and will announce the next of 
these next week. We will also be holding a planning meeting during 
the week and will then organise meetings for parents and children in 
preparation for first Reconciliation, with more information then  
to be made available concerning the First Communions themselves.  
These meetings will be announced next weekend. 

NEW CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2021-22 
The programme of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
2021-2022, for the Deanery of Salford will begin in the  
autumn. As was the case last year the programme will be based in 
the parish and will be led by Sr Anna Yeo FDC, the Deanery  
Confirmation and Youth Ministry Coordinator, assisted by our parish 
catechists. If your child is in year 8 or above and has not yet  
received the Sacrament of Confirmation, they are eligible to register 
for the programme. Please download an application form and  
accompanying letter from the parish website at:  
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf 

ACTION on the ASSISTED DYING BILL 
Bishop John Sherrington, Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, has written an 
open letter inviting Catholics to pray for the defeat of the Assisted 
Dying Bill, due to be debated in the House of Lords in October. 
It encourages them to write to peers at the House of Lords stating 
the reasons why they oppose this legislation and particularly  
explain from personal experience the reasons why this change in 
the law should be opposed.  
Discussion and communication about this important matter is vital 
for the defeat of the Bill and in our diocese, Bishop John is asking 
all parishioners to act now by praying, writing and sharing. 
You can find out more details about how to help oppose the bill in 
Bishop Sherrington’s letter on the Diocese of Salford's website at  
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/action-on-the-assisted-dying-bill/ 

CARITAS UPDATE 
Caritas extend their sincere thanks for your support and ask for 
continued prayers for refugees. If you would like to make a gift, go 
to: https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/  

RECLAIM our COMMON HOME 
Remember the petition cards for COP26, urging the Prime 
Minister to put the people worst affected by the crisis—
those who have done the least to contribute to the prob-
lem—at the heart of the talks? CAFOD had 40,000 of 
these cards printed, but only a very small percentage have 
so far been returned. If you’ve forgotten, do, please, dig it 
out again, or simply scan the QR code, (right) and follow 
the prompts. Thank you! 

HISTORY BOARD at HOLY CROSS 
You may recall there has been a noticeboard at the back of Holy 
Cross Church devoted to the history of the church—but this has 
not been changed (apart from some tidying up and re-stapling) for 
many years. The Diamond Jubilee seemed an ideal time to update 
this, so we are most grateful to James, an historian in the parish, 
who has completely reorganised the board and brought it fully up 
to date so that it takes us from 1961 (the church opening) through 
to the Diamond Jubilee of 2021. Whilst we do not encourage 
groups to congregate together indoors do, please, if you have the 
chance, take the time to look at it once more. (And if there’s no 
space to do so just now, it will still be around to look at later!) 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
The “annual” Christmas dinner resumes this year, at The Club-
house, Boysnope on 8th December, 12 noon-3pm. Tickets £16 
inclusive of soft drinks and staff donation. For more information, 
please contact Veronica on 0161 707 1300, between 4 and 6pm. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Fr Peter CSSP, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, 
Carole, Marjorie, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, 
Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Ken-
neth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Tara, 
Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Pat-
rick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, 
Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, 
Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, 
Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Ter-
ry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Ei-
leen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, 
Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Jo-
anne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, 
Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister 
Regina, Nicola, Paul, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Lydia d’Sa, Steve Vaz, Brian Maher, Eileen Harrison, 
Clifford Stubbs. 
Anniversaries: Cath Mulligan, Sr Alphonsus Mills, Jessie Wilde 
(Birthday Anniversary), Martin Platt, Richard Jackson, Margaret 
Maher, Sheila Mary Tipton, Rose Hosey, Leo Mellins, Brenda 
Boardman (Sunday’s 11.15am Mass), Mary Smith. 
Remembrance: Brian Platt, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for all our schools, for the people of Afghanistan, 
for peace all around the world, for relief in Haiti and in so many 
humanitarian crises, and for an end to racism in all its forms. We 
pray for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our schools, 
and for our Sacramental Programme families. We pray for all 
world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
for NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special in-
tentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/action-on-the-assisted-dying-bill/
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/afghanistan-appeal-2021/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

Thank you to all who came along to our Jubilee Mass last Tuesday 
(and to all who joined us online). It was wonderful to have involve-
ment from all four of our schools along with a wonderful socially-
distanced choir/music group drawn from both ends of the parish. 
We now look forward to Sunday afternoon’s social celebration in St 
Mary’s Hall. Whilst places in the hall will need to be seated, (hence 
our booking system which is now closed), we still have room to  
accommodate more people if you would like to join us. For some 
this may be outdoors, but for the time being at least we still have the 
canopy between the church and the house if it rains!  
Thank you to all those who have donated to the Jubilee Collection 
for a new gold vestment at Holy Cross and a new rose vestment 
for St Mary’s (both currently lacking). The total amount collected 
will be announced next week. (We know we said this last week, 
but more has come in since we thought it was complete!) 

RCIA GROUP 
The “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults” is a programme of prepara-
tion for adults (and young people over the age of 14) who are seeking 
to be received into the Catholic Church. Some will already be baptised 
into other denominations whilst others will never have been baptised 
at all. We are now preparing to begin a new RCIA programme in this 
parish, looking towards reception into the church around Easter next 
year. Meetings will begin in mid-October led, once more, by Ann-
Marie, and we invite applications from any who are interested,  
without any obligation, in coming along to discern if this might be 
their calling. If we already have your details, please contact the parish 
office anyway to confirm, to ensure that no-one gets missed off our 
lists simply because of a mis-placed email at this end. We look  
forward to working and praying with you. 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of St Cuthbert, Bolton, with Fr 
Christopher Gorton their parish priest. We pray for their parish 
primary schools and for the Beaumont Hospital. May their lives 
be rooted in the wisdom that comes from above.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 18th Sept: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 19th:   9.30am Mass at St Mary’s (This will move to Holy Cross from next Sunday) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

    Monday 20th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed 
  (St Matthew) Tuesday 21st:  6.30pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
     Wednesday 22nd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed)  
    Thursday 23rd: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 
                  Friday 24th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 25th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet, to reflect upon the Mass at 
home, can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

St MARY’S CLOSURE for REFURBISHMENT 
Last week’s newsletter detailed most of the scope of our  
refurbishment work at St Mary’s, so if you haven't seen it just look 
back HERE. There is too much happening inside and out for us to 
work around the contractors so, as we stated last week,  
St MARY’S CHURCH MUST CLOSE FROM TOMORROW (Monday 20th 
September) for approximately 12 weeks whilst the work is done. 
All services will transfer to Holy Cross during this time, including 
the availability of Confessions during the Saturday Holy Hour, 
which will be offered in the parish meeting room (not the Confes-
sional which is too small whilst Covid remains so threateningly 
around us). 
We sincerely hope to be able to re-open St Mary’s in time for 
Christmas. Please bear with us—it will be wonderful to see when 
the work is completed! 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £712.51. Thank you. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look19Sept2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/06760fad-a9c5-0c36-45bd-d6f8b19b80b4/LDAH_Ordinary_25B_2021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/37-24B%202021.pdf

