
CATHOLIC PARISH OF HOLY CROSS, 

ST MATTHEW AND ST GILBERT, ECCLES 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 2 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

WELCOMING THE OUTSIDER 

W hat does it take to make someone an "outsider"? What is it, in 
our busy world that leaves some people happy and accepted 

whilst others feel alone and vulnerable in the crowd? Maybe the 
question is better answered by looking at what keeps a group of 
friends together, be it in homes, school playgrounds, workplaces, 
local communities or wherever we may meet. Usually, we are 
drawn to others with similar interests, people who enjoy the same 
activities, share the same views, like the same sports, music or res-
taurants, and are angered by the same apparent injustices. The 
more our attitudes coincide, the more compatible we are as friends. 
Friends rarely challenge us, so they are easy to be around. And, sur-
rounded by others like ourselves, we think we are always right—our 
attitudes are reinforced in the comfort of mutual agreement. But it 
is only a small step from this to cause the person who does chal-
lenge us, the one whose views or interests do not quite coincide 
with our own, to be left outside without a voice. And somewhere in 
our minds they are “wrong”—if they will not become like us in eve-
ry important way, perhaps they will never earn our acceptance. 

Our world is such a diverse place, and with today's technology for 
speedy communica?on and travel it is all too easy to find our-
selves alongside others who are different and who would chal-
lenge our aBtudes and our preconcep?ons. O en we may tell 
ourselves that we are "welcoming" and "broad minded," yet per-
haps equally o en we might delude ourselves when we accept 
people who are different only insofar as they hide their differ-
ences, laugh at our jokes and behave like "one of us." 

If only we could truly open our minds and our hearts to recognise 
that it is in our very differences of aBtude, interest and culture 
that we each have the God-given power to enrich one another 
and make our world a be!er place! Each of us seeks what is right 
and good in a different way, and each way is blessed by God with 
its own unique value. If we walked together in our diversity we 
could, with the Disciples in today's Gospel, learn so many different 

ways of serving the kingdom of God, and rejoice that no-one who 
seeks goodness and jus?ce can ever truly be our enemy. None of 
us, by ourselves, holds the key to perfect and complete humanity. 
So let us celebrate our differences, that together we may become 
whole. And, as we work as a parish towards amalgama?on, let us 
see what we can learn from those who might do the same things 
that we do—but differently! 

PARISH AMALGAMATION with St MARY’S 
and Closure of St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 

Fr Livesey’s final Sunday Mass as Parish Priest at St Mary’s will take 
place next weekend. We are yet to arrange fully for the weekday 
Masses the following week, but our two parishes will need to work 
together as one from the following Sunday, October 14th. Saturday 
evening and Sunday Mass times will not be affected for the first six 
weeks, as Fr Patrick Poku will be assisting for these weekends. Dur-
ing this period there will be a time of consultation, and from 25th 
November onwards new Mass times will be established. 

The final Sunday Mass at St Matthew’s will be at 9am on Sunday 
18th November, and the closing Mass will be celebrated by the 
Bishop at 7pm on Friday 23rd November. 

The first consultation before amalgamation is now underway, and it 
relates to the boundaries of the new parish. Full information is avail-
able on the parish website, and responses can be sent directly from 
there. Alternatively, information is available on the church notice-
boards and responses can be sent by post to: Fr Martin Collins, Holy 
Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Manchester M30 8QD, or by 
email to office @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk before 31st October. 

Do, please, keep these challenging ?mes in your prayers, that with 
Our Lord’s help, all will be turned to good for the building up of 
the Kingdom of God in our area. Stay with us, Lord, on our journey. 

ANNUAL MASS COUNTS 
The church requires every parish to report Mass attendance numbers 
once a year in order to keep records up to date—and the four-week 
period during which statistics are gathered is now upon us. If some-
one seems to look at you vaguely or to be staring around the church, 
please don’t be offended—they are probably just trying to count! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Mike 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church  
10.30am:  Selena, Dominic 

OFFERTORY 
Collec9on: 15th/16th September:  See print version 
  “Whisky Bottle” (building works):  See print version 

PRAYER MEETINGS at St GILBERT’S 
There will be no prayer mee?ngs at St Gilbert’s Presbytery in 
September or October due to unforeseen circumstances. 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  No re?ring collec?on this week 
Next week:  SVP Monthly Collec?on 

The “Whisky Bottle” is left at the back of Holy Cross Church 
for donations towards the alterations/refurbishments now 
about to commence. The expected cost is around £100,000 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar?n, a er Mass or at any convenient ?me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar-
tin and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, 
Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, 
Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, 
Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, 
Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Martin, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Nijole, 
Vanessa, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: David Gregory, Barry Ward, Matilda Fernanda, 
Lucy Leonard, Alice Ferns, Dennis Burke, Pat Prater, Anthony 
d’Mello, Hector d’Sa. 

Anniversaries: Pat and Eddy Hosey, Annie Smith, Martin 
Tighe, Reda Moore, Joseph Richardson, Agnes Young, Lucy 
Kennedy, Fr Terry McCann, Thomas Yates, Rose Hosey, Rich-
ard Jackson. 

Remembrance: Michael Lavin. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the peo-
ple of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restruc-
turing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hos-
pital, nursing and residential homes, and for a  number of 
special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar?n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar?n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other ?mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    10.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma@hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 1st October)—Please note several changes in venue (underlined) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Eucharis9c Service 

Tuesday:   9.30am Mass at St Gilbert’s School, with Year 6. All welcome 

   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Presbytery (Parish Mee?ng Room). New members always welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi9on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma@hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass—this may be subject to change 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposi9on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Ma@hew’s followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi9on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Ma@hew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s and 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
As we move forward with the establishment of a YCW “Impact” group 
for young people of the parish aged 11+, there will be a youth meet-
ing at Holy Cross after the 10.30am Mass next Sunday (7th October). 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 
...coming up next Friday. We are encouraged to deprive ourselves 
of a li!le food in empathy with those who go hungry every day, 
and the money we save helps CAFOD in their efforts to relieve 
poverty. Envelopes may be taken as you leave church today, and 
can be returned with your collec?on over the next three weeks. 

STATEMENT from the CATHOLIC BISHOPS of 
ENGLAND and WALES 

A printed statement is available as you leave church from the Catholic 
Bishops, on the occasion on their “Ad Limina” visit to Rome, in re-
sponse to the dreadful abuse scandals which have rocked the church 
in recent times. Let us pray that the hurt which has been caused to so 
many might find some healing in the efforts now being made. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
As many of you are aware, places at our Catholic Primary schools in 
this area are very much at a premium. Holy Cross and All Saints’ 
School is undergoing an expansion programme to provide extra 
places, but if you are applying for a place for your child it is essential 
that you use the three choices you are given and, if you can possibly 
travel the distance, list three Catholic schools in the order of your 
preference. If you do not, and if a place is not available at your first 
choice, you will most probably find your child allocated a place at 
the nearest non-Catholic school instead. As too many of our parents 
will testify, the appeals process can then be very difficult. 

GIFT AID 
Sincere thanks to all those taxpayers who choose to Gift Aid their 
donations to the church. Without it costing them a penny extra, the 
parish has recently received from the Government this year’s re-
claim of £ 5,832.19. If you are a taxpayer and do not at present use 
this scheme, would you perhaps consider signing up to help? Just 
speak to Marie (the Parish Secretary) or to Fr Martin. Thank you. 

PIETY SHOP 
Do check out our comprehensive stocks, which now also include 
some items for Christmas! (Well, everyone else is doing it…)  

                  29th/30th September 2018   
This week let us pray for: 
• The parish of St. Peter, Stonyhurst, with 

Fr. Cur?s.  
• Stonyhurst College. 
• The parish of St. Joseph, Todmorden, with Fr. McGiveron, 

and its parish school. 
May we fulfil our bap9smal calling as prophets for the Lord. 

*** BUILDING PROJECT at HOLY CROSS *** 
Works are scheduled to begin tomorrow (Monday) on the project 
which will ensure we are compliant with legislation on matters of 
disability and health and safety access. There are also several other 
aspects to the works, and we should all feel the real benefits when 
they are complete in about six weeks’ time. Please bear with us 
during the alterations—all weekday Masses which would have tak-
en place at Holy Cross will move to St Matthew’s (or possibly some 
to St Mary’s as time goes by), but Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses will not be affected. We may simply have to work around 
scaffolding etc at some stages, but the contractors will ensure we 
have a safe environment to be able to use the church at weekends. 

OBERAMMERGAU 2020 
Anyone still wishing to join our pilgrimage to the world-renowned 
Passion Play in 2020, please speak to Fr Martin or Anne-Marie Hor-
rocks as soon as possible. Final lists of participants are now due. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Sunday week (14th October), 5-8pm. Charity show for Francis 

House by Jimmy Cricket at Holy Cross Community Hall. Tickets 
available now at £10 including refreshments. 

• Saturday 17th November, 7-11pm, concert with “Pon?ac” at 
Patricro  Conserva?ve Club in support of the running of our 
parish minibus. (Our thanks to the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes). Tickets now available at £6 each. 

• Thursday 6th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Dinner at 
Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). Tickets £16 (as 
last year). More details at a later date. 


