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Pastoral Le�er from Bishop John 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

On the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, we launched Stage Three of 
our pastoral programme, “Hope in the Future”. Our theme is our 
celebra)on of Sunday Mass. During this stage, using four ‘pastoral 
messages and worksheets’, we hope to encourage everyone to 
value Sunday Mass more and more, devo)ng ourselves to its 
prepara)on and celebra)on, so that it may be an encounter with 
the presence of Jesus in our lives and a strengthening of our 
Church and ourselves as missionary disciples.  

I am very grateful for the developments, in many parishes,  
recognising the good works that are already being achieved and 
with the promo)on of leadership teams and the increase in the 
number of people volunteering for specific tasks in both pastoral 
ministry and administra)on. I am also aware that some parishes 
have needed to delay some of the planning and ac)ons required 
by Hope in the Future. This was expected due to the changes in 
the Diocese with the movement of priests to new appointments 
and the amalgama)on of parishes. Hopefully, as these parishes 
progress with their own implementa)on of Hope in the Future, 
they will draw on the experience of the parishes that have moved 
ahead. Those who have not completed Stages One and Two 
should not feel that they cannot embark now on Stage Three. In a 
sense it stands alone and does not require the previous stages in 
order to be of value.  

In recent )mes it may be said Sunday has simply become just  
another day of the week. Although an increasing number of  
people are required to work on Sundays, most of us s)ll have the 
opportunity to give )me and importance to our faith and make 
our Sundays special. We must not lose or devalue this ancient 
command to keep the Sabbath day holy. It is in the celebra)on of 
Sunday that we nourish our faith through the Eucharist and 
strengthen ourselves for our missionary work throughout the 
week. Sundays are also important occasions to spend )me  
together as families. For so many newly formed parishes, this can 
be a way of celebra)ng and building a new sense of parish family.  

During this stage of “Hope in the Future”, resources will be made 
available to help in enriching our Sunday liturgy. As we begin this 
Stage, I wonder how many of us might have to admit that we  
perhaps forget the importance of what we are celebra)ng at Mass 
and as we receive communion? It might have become a part of a 
rou)ne. Yes, it is important that we are at Mass, but do we 
properly prepare for the privilege of receiving Our Lord in the  
Eucharist? During this coming year I would be grateful if two  
prac)cal measures could be put in place that may help us in our 
apprecia)on of the presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  

In the first place, I would like it to be the prac)ce across our  
Diocese that Holy Communion under both kinds be made  
available, wherever possible, and with suitable catechesis, at both 
Sunday and weekday Masses. This was specifically promoted in a 
series of documents following the Second Va)can Council. In 
many parishes it has been a long-established tradi)on. I would not 
envisage there ever being a shortage of Eucharis)c Ministers to 
assist the priest in providing this opportunity. I have wri8en a  
separate le8er to all parish priests to make reference to key  
documents that promote this prac)ce.  

While it is true that receiving Holy Communion under one kind 
alone is to receive Our Lord whole and en)re, it is also true that 
the Lord invited us to ‘take and drink’ as well as to ‘take and eat’. 
It is right, where possible, to respond to this invita)on of Our Lord. 
In this way, and in many others we will examine in this coming 
year, we can deepen our reverence towards, and understanding 
of, the real presence of the Lord who gives himself to us, and  
con)nue to grow in apprecia)on of the Mass as a personal  
encounter with our loving Saviour.  

Secondly, I would be very pleased to see )mes of Eucharis)c  
Adora)on being observed in all parishes. In some parishes where 
this has been promoted, many would feel that it has had a  
significant posi)ve impact on the life and energy of the  
community. In the short term, adora)on may be easily achieved 
for short periods, perhaps before or a9er Mass or other liturgies. 
This, of course, requires supervision and the constant presence of 
people. In the longer term, parishes may wish to consider  
permanent exposi)on, devised in a way that guarantees the  
security of the Blessed Sacrament. We already have a few parishes 
with small chapels dedicated to permanent exposi)on.  

I believe that these two measures may have a very significant and 
valuable impact in our Diocese.  

In former )mes, so many of our churches remained open  
throughout the day and the present prac)ce of closing churches, 
apart from the )mes they are used for Mass and other liturgies, is 
something that is greatly regre8ed by many people. Might  
parishes consider keeping churches open during the day when 
possible, with whatever security measures are needed?  

Using the resources which will be available, I hope that we can be 
sure to enrich our own celebra)on of our Sunday Mass, for our 
own benefit and as a prepara)on for our missionary work each 
day as we seek to live as “ambassadors for Christ” in our daily 
lives. But I hope that this will also have an impact on the many 
people who have either dri9ed away from the prac)ce of their 
faith, or even prove to be an effec)ve invita)on to people who are 
seeking faith in their lives and feel drawn to our Church.  

I am sure that this next stage of Hope in the Future can benefit us 
all. The Mass reminds us that the Lord is with us on our journey 
and he promised his disciples that he would always be with them, 
un)l the end of the age. He is present to us in the Eucharist and 
precious to us in the recep)on of Holy Communion.  

God bless you for all that you do.  
+John, Bishop of Salford  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Fr Philip, Maureen, Pat, David, Kyle, Finn (age 
11), Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Therisia, Ter-
ry, Betty, Mr George, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Patricia, 
Marion, Adam, Jake, Sue, Betty, Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, 
Win, Joy, Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Alan, Bet-
ty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 
Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, 
Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, 
Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, 
Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, Nijole, Stephen, 
David, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Rosemarie Dalton, David Bishop, Josie 
Hammond, Margaret Muldool. 

Anniversaries: Celia and Neil Cosle8, Felix McLernin, 
Maureen Denton, Annie Smith, Catherine Mulligan, Ed-
dy and Pat Hosey, Annie Ward, Fr Terry McCann, Reda 
Cross, Mar)n Tighe, Frederick (Eric) Baillie, Sheila Mary 
Tipton, Margaret Maher. 

Remembrance: Steve Uni8, Lavin family. 

We also pray: for Sr Johanna (70 years Religious Profes-
sion), Pat & Farrell (Golden Wedding), Sue & John 
(Golden Wedding), for world peace, for our new Sacra-
mental Programme children and their families, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the 
restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residen)al homes, and for 
a number of special inten)ons. 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro9 and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro9, M30 8QD 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar)n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar)n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other )mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

St�� �i�	 u�, L�r�, �� ��� J������ 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro9   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual )mes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

DIOCESE of SALFORD FORMATION LECTURE 
You are invited to attend a lecture entitled “A Welcoming Parish” to 
be given by Sr Brenda Matterson DC on Wednesday 16th October, 
7.30-9.00pm at St Gabriel’s RC High School, Bury. A suggested dona-
tion of £5 per person is payable at the door from 7.00pm. Transport 
from Holy Cross Hall (leaving at 6.30pm) will be arranged at £2.00 per 
person—please sign the list at the back of church by October 13th. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
Places at our Catholic Primary schools in this area are very much at a 
premium. The expansion of Holy Cross and All Saints’ School is help-
ing to resolve this, but if you are applying for a place for your child it 
is essential that you use the three choices you are given and, if you 
can possibly travel the distance, list three Catholic schools in the  
order of your preference. If you do not, and if a place is not available 
at your first choice, you will most probably find your child allocated a 
place at the nearest non-Catholic school instead. As too many of our 
parents will testify, the appeals process can then be very difficult. 

MASS for the SYNOD on the AMAZON 
...at the Holy Name Church, Oxford Road Manchester today 
(Sunday 6th October) at 7pm to pray for the Synod. All welcome. 

MASS for LGBT CATHOLICS 
Members of the LGBT community are invited, along with their fam-
ilies and friends, to a Mass celebrated by Bishop John at the Holy 
Name Church, Oxford Street, Manchester, next Saturday (12th 
October at 3pm, with light refreshments available afterwards. Let 
us pray that this can be a real step towards healing, where commu-
nities can so easily feel divided by prejudice and misunderstanding. 

OFFERTORY 
Collec7on: (28th/29th September) See print version.   Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: SVP monthly collection (No retiring collection next week) 
CAFOD envelopes may be returned with your collec"on. 

                     5th/6th October 2019  
This week we pray for: the people of the parish of 
St. Alban, Blackburn, for Canon Jude Harrison, their parish priest, Fr. 
Paul Taylor, OMI, and the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of St. Joseph. 
We pray for the parish primary schools and for St. Mary’s College.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                                                Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 7th October) 

Monday:   9.00am Recita)on of the Holy Rosary at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Eucharis7c Service 
Tuesday:  10.00am Mothers’ Prayers prayer group for women at Holy Cross Presbytery 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s Church with Fr Jan Klaver 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church.  New members welcome 
Wednesday:   8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross Church followed by 9.15am Mass with Fr Jan Klaver 
Thursday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s Church with Fr Dermot Byrne 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass with Fr Dermot Byrne 
            and Divine Mercy celebrations after Mass 

 11.00am Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

THANKING OUR SUPPORTING PRIESTS 
Thank you to Fr Jude Kurumeh, celebrating our 9.30am Mass today. 

NEW! CATHOLIC HUB 
Catholic Hub is a new monthly event featuring prayer, music and 
fellowship for young people (over 18s) to be held at Salford  
Cathedral on the second Saturday of every month. Come along to 
spend some )me before the Lord in prayer, hear and join in praise 
and grow in your faith with other young people. Starts next Satur-
day (12th October), 7.30-10pm. See posters for more informa)on. 

LOAVES AND FISHES HARVEST APPEAL 
Thank you for all your generosity in support of the homeless via our 
“Loaves and Fishes” collections at the back of each church. Thank you 
too to the families and residents of Barton Brook Nursing Home for 
their generous contribution last week. Please see a list at the back of 
church of specific items now requested for their  Harvest Appeal. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Thank you to all who came along to Frances’ Coffee Morning last 
week—just over £935.00 was raised for Cancer research. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER (3rd December) 
All moneys to be paid during October—Veronica will be available 
after each Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass this month. 


