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THE WEDDING GARMENT 

O nce again in today's Gospel, we find a teaching which 
seems harsh. It is a parable of a king who, when the 

guests invited to his son's wedding fail to turn up, first sends 
servants to make the invitation more personal but then, 
when these servants are ill-treated, generously calls in the 
crowds – "bad and good alike" – and welcomes them in-
stead to the banquet. But one is found without a wedding 
garment, and is thrown out where there will be "weeping 
and grinding of teeth." 

So, what is going on? What has the unfortunate ‘ejectee’ 
done wrong? Would God really be so harsh? 
Let us consider the story more deeply. It is addressed to the 
"chief priests and elders of the people" – leaders who 
should be supporting and nurturing those over whom they 
hold authority. If we imagine them invited into God's king-
dom, they should surely be leading the community in with 
them. But instead, not only do they fail to bring God's  
people to the banquet, they cannot even be bothered to 
come in themselves. And the prophets, sent to bring them 
back on task? As we know, all of them were ill-treated, 
some of them killed. So God reaches out to the peoples of 
the world directly – even to us, of generally pagan descent – 
and calls us in to the glory of his kingdom. We are not  
worthy, but God's mercy is greater than any human failing 
and, to all who ask, that mercy and forgiveness are wrapped 
around them like a wedding garment. Ransomed, healed, 
restored, forgiven – in the words of the hymn. 

But what of free will? There is one in the story who does not 
yet wear the garment of forgiveness. Still, the Lord addresses 
him as "friend" – all he must do is ask for forgiveness and  
everything will be restored. Compare the story elsewhere in 
the Gospels where Jesus stops those trying to stone a woman 
caught in adultery. "Let the one amongst you without sin cast 
the first stone." And as the formerly self-righteous crowd  
disperses, Jesus speaks to the woman, and she enters the 
conversation with him. Now she is forgiven – "Go away and 
do not sin anymore." But in our parable today, the man with-
out a wedding garment will not respond – "the man was  
silent" the story tells us. If only he had answered, the healing 
cloak of the wedding garment would surely have been his to 
receive. But he would not ask – he chose not to. And God, 
who respects our free will, would never force him to stay. 

Each of us, "bad and good alike," is called to God's  
kingdom. That cloak of mercy and forgiveness is offered to 
us all, if we will simply enter into a dialogue with God – turn 
to him in prayer – and recognise that we are called purely 
out of His generosity, not out of any deserving on our part. 
We must accept his love – a love which will change our lives – 
but we must also look upon our neighbours' failings in a 
new light. Let those among us without sin cast the first 
stone. Or rather, let us forgive.  

NEW “RCIA” GROUP DUE TO BEGIN 
The “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults” is the process 
whereby adults are received into full Communion with the 
Catholic Church, normally at the Easter Vigil (though of 
course last Easter this had to be postponed for our 5  
candidates because of the lockdown and we are delighted 
that Lucy, Steven, Julie, Zoe and Shorai have since been able 
to complete their journey into the Church). 

We are now seeking any adults who would like to pursue 
this programme this year, with a view to being received 
into the Catholic Church at or around Easter 2021. Please 
contact Fr Martin, or spread the word if you know of anyone 
else in the parish who has expressed and interest. There is 
no obligation, and the programme of preparation offers 
plenty of opportunity for discernment. 

NOVEMBER MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
In recent years we have celebrated Mass on or around All 
Souls’ Day to call to mind all our departed loved ones, and have 
sent out invitations to the families all those whose funerals 
have been conducted in this parish during the past 12 months. 
Circumstances are so different this year, but we will still be 
holding a special commemoration, albeit brief as our services 
must be at present, on November 2nd. More details will follow, 
but if you would like the name of a family member or friend 
who has died to be placed on a candle on this day (and lit at 
subsequent Masses also), please give their name to the Parish 
Office as soon as possible. Candles can be ordered at £2.00each 
(to cover expenses), and Sr Jenny will organise the preparation. 

BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to Isabel and Kaya who were baptised last 
week. Please keep them and their families in your prayers. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
We have now contacted the families of Sacramental Programme 
children who are awaiting Baptism and have arranged a 
preparation meeting by Zoom this week. If you feel we 
should have spoken with you but we have not, please  
telephone the parish office by Tuesday. And please continue 
to keep all the children and their families in your prayers. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Doreen, Helen, Shirley. Bridget, Sara, Chamina, Tara, 
Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and 
Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick (age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, 
Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Pat-
rick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, 
Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, 
Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, 
Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gem-
ma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Marga-
ret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Emma Joyce Ronson, Baby Theo, Olivia Garvey, 
Marek Kuc, June Grand, Dana Baniel, Betty Parker, Angela 
Keogh, Aliason Dapoto, Yvonne taylor, Doris Ralf. 
Anniversaries: Fr Kevin Griffin, Marie Mackie (90th Birthday 
Anniversary), Eddy and Pat Hosey, James Fahy, James Collins, 
Frederick (“Eric”) Baillie, Martin Tighe. 
Remembrance: Charles, Agnes and Ann Geeney, Marie Payne. 
We also pray: for Cath and Ray—45th Wedding Anniversary, 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our 
schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and sup-
port throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering 
from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in 
thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for 
a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

COLLECTIONS 
For those who are able to support the parish online, the 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our  
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. Last 
week’s collection in church, plus some other donations, 
amounted to £479.90 with a further £1,033.00 (total) credited 
during September from standing orders etc. We will keep the  
retiring collection for “Peter’s Pence” open for another week. 
Once again, marked envelopes may be left in the basket at the 
back of church, or delivered via the letterbox at Holy Cross. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
Thank you for your cooperation with the stewards whenever 
you come to church. Check our Coronavirus Page regularly 
for the latest updates on the guidelines they help to  
implement—if there are any changes announced next week 
which affect us, they will be reported here.  

CONFIRMATIONS 2022—URGENT APPEAL 
We have now received several more application forms from 
the families of Year 8 pupils at high school. Please ensure all 
applications are returned as soon as possible, and by  
Monday 19th October at the latest, or we will not be able 
to include your child in the contact list for Sr Anna Yeo (our 
Deanery Confirmation and Youth Coordinator), and they will 
not be Confirmed in 2021. 

            10th/11th October 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St Edward, Lees, for Mgr John Marsland, their parish 
priest, and Fr Callum Brown, and for their parish primary 
school. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 
In the Covid climate, the Harvest Fast Day this year rather 
passed us by. However the need is very great, and donations to 
CAFOD would be gratefully received either in labelled envelopes 
left at the church, or better still online HERE. Thank you. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

A gas leak has now been identified at St Mary’s Church, and 
the gas supply to the church has therefore had to be cut off 
for safety reasons. However, given that very few of the heaters 
now work at all and that doors must be kept open, this will 
not have any real consequences and just serves to reinforce 
our advice to all who attend—please come dressed for the 
cold! Also, as things stand, we are not able to use the heating 
at Holy Cross either, pending Covid advice on the possible 
effect of turning on powerful blowers, so here too we advise 
you to dress warmly as the cold weather closes in. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

! 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look11October2020ps.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

