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PASTORAL LETTER FROM BISHOP JOHN 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
It is becoming all the more evident that the meeting of world leaders 
in Glasgow, for COP26, has an unprecedented urgency and im-
portance. Scientific knowledge about the Environment has developed 
in recent decades so that there is now a real understanding of the 
damage that the human race is inflicting on our global home through 
climate change, and the consequences of our present way of living. 
What is perhaps particularly alarming is that the scientists have been 
accurate in estimating changing weather conditions and environmen-
tal events, but many are concerned that the deterioration is now hap-
pening even faster than had been predicted. 
Care for the environment, for creation in all its complexity and abun-
dance, is deeply rooted in our Christian Faith. We are the guardians of 
creation and responsible for its well-being. That aspect of our Faith is 
something that we have probably ignored or taken for granted, una-
ware of the actual damage that we are doing during this industrial 
age where we have developed a mistaken notion of progress and 
unthinkingly exploited our resources and the plant and animal life of 
our world, and each other.  
Much is now understood about the work that can and must be done 
in order to begin to repair the damage inflicted by climate change. 
We all have our individual part to play in making changes to our own 
routines and our personal response will have an important impact. 
There are many resources available to guide us in managing – among 
other things - our travel, use of electricity and water, food consump-
tion, re-cycling and waste. We must certainly not dismiss the value 
and importance of our individual efforts and our Christian duty to 
care for creation. Certainly, much is being achieved by individuals and 
communities. 
But the real progress for change must come at an international level, 
with agreements and pledges made by the most powerful countries in 
the world. As Pope Francis insists, we must think and act globally. Our 
political leaders must look to making realistic and achievable policies 
which will ensure that global warming is limited to targets which will 
allow sustainable living conditions for future generations. It is essen-

tial that COP26 promotes actions that are radical enough to ensure 
the results that are necessary. The Paris Agreement of 2015 made the 
right sort of statements, but the agreed goals were never achieved. 
I am writing to you today to ask that, while we must concern our-
selves with our own achievable changes in our personal lifestyle, we 
must make determined efforts in prayer that those gathering at the 
COP26 meeting may understand the urgency of making those radical 
decisions which are required to secure a healthy environment for 
future generations. 
I am asking that, as a family of the Diocese of Salford, we make Sun-
day 31st October – The Feast of All Saints - a day of prayer for the 
success of the meeting. There will be resources for events on that day 
should parishes have public gatherings. I recognise that many people 
still, understandably, feel cautious about attending Mass at this time. 
I would strongly recommend that we all pray daily for the COP26 
meeting, particularly during the course of the meeting, which is 1st-
12th November. CAFOD has prepared a letter which is being widely 
circulated and provided a prayer which is included at the end of this 
letter. I also offer this prayer, should you find it useful: 
Loving Father, 
We acknowledge that, 
either through ignorance or greed, 
the Earth, our common home, is damaged.  
That damage is felt most by people who have done little to cause it.  
Industrialisation has exploited natural resources,  
endangering wildlife, causing climate change,  
and resulting in disasters and global warming. 
Father, forgive us, and guide us in the right way. 
Send your Spirit to encourage and strengthen 
our world leaders as they meet at COP26. 
Cause them to discern the way that we must now go, 
agreeing the changes and decisions necessary 
to begin to repair the damage done 
and to prepare a healthy and secure world for future generations. 
And we ask Mary, our Mother, to intercede for us, and with us, in our 
need. Amen. 
My brothers and sisters, I invite and encourage us all to place our 
trust in the power of prayer. Please distribute this letter to anyone 
that you may know who might join in praying for the successful out-
come of this meeting. 

“Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey” 
+John Arnold 

Bishop of Salford  

BAPTISM & COMMUNION PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: These continue each week. Please pray for Angelina Marie, 
who was baptised at Holy Cross last week. 
First Communion Programme: If you and your child were not able to 
attend the meeting on Wednesday or Thursday last week, please 
follow it with them at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrMz_HSZQqY 
The handout with preparation for First Reconciliation and announcing 
all forthcoming dates can be downloaded HERE: 
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Meeting%
20for%20Parents%20and%20Children%20October%202021.pdf 
Thank you to the vast majority who did come along—and we do  
appreciate that Covid played a large part in preventing those who 
were not able to be with us. 

NEW CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2021-22 
LAST CALL! Applications should now be in for the Y8 children (or 
above) wishing to join the new 2021-22 programme. If not please 
download the application form and accompanying letter from the 
parish website at the link below, and ensure it is returned this week:  
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf 

MARIE MACKIE 
A memorial Mass for Marie will be held at 12 noon on Saturday 23rd October. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE and 
the “Lord’s Day at Home” sheet, to reflect upon the Mass at home, 
can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Linda, Fr Peter, Ann-Marie, Liz, Stephen, Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, 
Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, Geoff, Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, 
Margaret, Edward, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, 
Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, 
Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, 
Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, 
Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, 
Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, 
Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caro-
line, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Nijole, Ken, 
Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Harry Else, Donal McElduff, Stase Zagorskiene, Norman John-
ston, Mary Madden (County Down), Liv Russell (aged 24), Marjorie 
(“Madge”) Done, Margaret Jackson, Paul Boughton, Lydia d’Sa, Steve Vaz, 
Brian Maher. 
Anniversaries: Mr & Mrs Ryan, Gladys Jackson, Marie Mackie (91st Birth-
day Anniversary), Roy Mackie, Annie Smith, Martin Tighe, Cath Mulligan, 
Sr Alphonsus Mills, Jessie Wilde (Birthday Anniversary), Martin Platt, 
Richard Jackson, Margaret Maher, Sheila Mary Tipton. 
Remembrance: Mary Ferm, Brian Platt, Lavin family. 
We also pray: for all our schools, for the people of Afghanistan, for peace 
all around the world, and for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray 
for the Syro-Malabar community, for each of our schools, and for our 
Sacramental Programme families. We pray for all world leaders, for 
God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all 
those suffering from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and 
for the Ferm family and a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UrMz_HSZQqY
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Meeting%20for%20Parents%20and%20Children%20October%202021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Meeting%20for%20Parents%20and%20Children%20October%202021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Meeting%20for%20Parents%20and%20Children%20October%202021.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/ConfY8.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look10Oct2021ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/f9d9c93c-1a8b-69d9-6c80-b1fc59807ec9/LDAH_Ordinary_28B_2021.pdf


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

MONDAY MASSES 
It is with regret that Fr Martin will, for the time being at least, be  
discontinuing the Monday morning Masses. Monday is his “day off” 
and, given the workload on other days, he has been persuaded that 
for health reasons this needs to be a complete day off.  

DIOCESAN WALK FOR OUR CLIMATE 
Today (10 October) there will be a Walk for our Climate from Salford 
Cathedral to the Laudato Si' Centre.  It will start with a prayer then 
depart from Salford Cathedral at 12.30pm, arriving at the  
Laudato Si' Centre around 3.30pm for a short service.  

The walk is approximately 8.6 miles long.  En route, there will be the  
opportunity to take time to reflect on our care for our common home. 

The reflections will take place in the churches listed below alongside 
the route and timings: 

Route: https://goo.gl/maps/SSy6VoL4Kf9AvsEE9 

Meet at Salford Cathedral piazza                12.15 
Depart from Salford Cathedral                     12.30 
St James Church                                      13.00 
St Peter and St Paul  Church                                13.45 
St Charles Church                                    15.00 
Laudato Si Centre                                    15.30 
 

All are welcome to join us.  You do not need to do the full 8.6 miles, 
you can meet us at one of the churches and walk part way or just 
come along for the reflections.  For further information please  
contact laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of the Sacred Heart and St Anne, 
Blackburn, and for Fr James McCartney, their parish priest.  
We pray for the Marist Fathers, for the parish primary schools and 
the Beardwood Hospital, and for the ministry of the Drop-In  
Centre and of THOMAS. May they live out the call to service.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
         Saturday 9th Oct: 6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

Sunday 10th:   9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 

     Monday 11th: Sorry, no Mass on Monday from this week 

    Tuesday 12th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

    Wednesday 13th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross with commissioning of the “GIFT” Ambassadors from  
       our primary schools (Livestreamed) Please keep them in your prayers 

            Thursday 14th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross with Sacramental Programme children (Livestreamed) 

     (St Teresa of Avila) Friday 15th:  7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) following a Holy Hour from 6.00pm  
    Saturday 16th: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 

This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

NOVEMBER MASS of REMEMBRANCE 
Our special Memorial Mass this year will take place on Tuesday 2nd No-
vember at 7pm. Next week we will be inviting families to include names 
of their loved ones who have died onto our display of candles. 

RCIA GROUP 
Any adults seeking reception into the Catholic Church will be called to 
begin preparation classes next Sunday (17th October). If you have not 
been contacted by the  end of this week, please telephone the parish 
office to ensure you are on our lists. Thank you! 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £807.00. Thank you.  

PIETY SHOP 
The shop is now open again, though with restriction to one household at 
a time inside. Christmas stocks are now available. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://goo.gl/maps/SSy6VoL4Kf9AvsEE9
mailto:laudatosi@dioceseofsalford.org.uk?subject=Diocesan%20Walk%20for%20our%20Climate
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

