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FAITH & POLITICS 

J esus's answer to the authorities in today's Gospel—"Is it 
right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" seems a smart move. 

Say "Yes," and many of his Jewish followers would leave. 
The introduction of the taxes had caused bloodshed at the 
time, and still it was a cause for great tension. But say "No," 
and he ran the risk of being charged with treason. So, he 
avoided the question with a clever answer, and the authorities 
were silenced once again. But was he really avoiding the 
question? Perhaps there is a deep teaching even in this answer. 

"Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar." What does 
belong to Caesar? What belongs to our own elected leaders 
today? Jesus is not suggesting that his world of the Spirit has 
nothing to do with the temporal world, (though many people 
today like to argue: "Keep religion out of politics," when 
they do not wish to be challenged by the Word of God).  
Jesus does not say "Give this coin back to Caesar, because 
his image makes it his property." Caesar's earthly power 
stands beneath the Divine power of God. He, like us, would 
have nothing at all except by God’s providence. What  
belongs to Caesar is the God-given authority to govern with 
justice and integrity, to serve the people he rules. This same 
God-given authority belongs to the leaders of our day, too, 
so we are charged to pray for them and to give our assent to 
just rules and regulations imposed for the good of all. If on 
the other hand Caesar, or our present-day leaders, choose 
to seek their own advantage at the expense of those they 
govern, then our dutiful assent is no longer their right and 

we must challenge every injustice—we cannot be mission-
ary disciples and detach our faith from matters of politics. 
But the most important message in Jesus’ response is the 
final part—that we must give “to God what belongs to God.” 
This demands true sincerity in all we do and say, a real  
desire at the core of our being to live lives motivated by 
God’s love, a fire in our hearts to press for justice and put 
the needs of others before our own. 
Maybe this time of pandemic has the power in itself to bring 
out the best and the worst both in our leaders and in our-
selves. With so much uncertainty around us, let us commit 
ourselves into God’s hands, praying that our civic leaders 
will sincerely put the needs of the vulnerable ahead of party 
politics, and that we will personally moderate our every  
action with consideration for our neighbour. 

NOVEMBER MONTH of the HOLY SOULS 
In recent years we have celebrated Mass on or around All 
Souls’ Day to call to mind all our departed loved ones, and 
have sent out invitations to the families all those whose  
funerals have been conducted in this parish during the past 
12 months. Circumstances are so different this year, but we 
will still be holding a special commemoration, albeit brief as 
our services must be at present, on November 2nd. More 
details will follow, but if you would like the name of a family 
member or friend who has died to be placed on a candle on 
this day (and lit at subsequent Masses also), please give 
their name to the Parish Office as soon as possible. Candles 
can be ordered at £2.00 each (to cover expenses), and Sr 
Jenny will organise the preparation. 

NEW “RCIA” GROUP DUE TO BEGIN 
The “Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults” is the process 
whereby adults are received into full Communion with the 
Catholic Church, normally at the Easter Vigil (though of 
course last Easter this had to be postponed for our 5  
candidates because of the lockdown and we are delighted 
that Lucy, Steven, Julie, Zoe and Shorai have since been able 
to complete their journey into the Church). 
We are now seeking any adults who would like to pursue 
this programme this year, with a view to being received 
into the Catholic Church at or around Easter 2021. Please 
contact Fr Martin, or spread the word if you know of  
anyone else in the parish who has expressed and interest. 
There is no obligation, and the programme of preparation 
offers plenty of opportunity for discernment. 

BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to Lily, Isabella, Thomas and Jakub who 
were baptised last week. Please keep them and their families 
in your prayers. 

COLLECTIONS 
For those who are able to support the parish online, the 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our  
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. Last 
week’s collection in church amounted to £780.65. Thank you. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
Baptisms are now arranged for those Sacramental Programme 
children who were not yet baptised. This brings us closer to 
being able to move forward with final preparations for the 
First Communions themselves, hopefully just after  
half-term. Please continue to keep all the children and their 
families in your prayers. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chami-
na, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de 
Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, 
Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, 
Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Mari-
an, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, 
Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, 
James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Aman-
da, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, 
Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, 
Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, 
Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Syl-
via, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, 
Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Emma Joyce Ronson, Baby Theo, Olivia Garvey, 
Marek Kuc, June Grand, Dana Baniel, Betty Parker. 
Anniversaries: Joanne Faulkner (Anniversary on Sunday), 
Gerard McNamara (Anniversary on Sunday), Roy Mackie, Fr 
Kevin Griffin, Marie Mackie (90th Birthday Anniversary), Eddy 
and Pat Hosey, James Fahy, James Collins. 
We also pray: for Cath and Ray—45th Wedding Anniversary, 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our 
schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and 
support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffer-
ing from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in Syria, in 
thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospital, nurs-
ing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers 
and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
We will send an update to all those on our email update 
system very shortly to show what Christmas cards we have 
to offer from church. Orders can then be placed with the 
parish office, and will be sent to you by post, as current  
regulations prevent us from opening the piety shop. Also, if 
you would like to order HCPT Christmas Cards from Ellen, 
please contact the parish office for her contact details. 
These, too, will be sent out by post. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
It seems so difficult just now to know just where we stand, 
but for now our directives for places of worship remain  
unchanged. Check our Coronavirus Page regularly for the latest 
updates, and any forthcoming changes will be quickly added.  

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 
We will keep open the option to donate towards the work 
of CAFOD at this time when we would normally have been 
collecting the Family Fast envelopes. Labelled envelopes can 
be left in the basket at the back of church or put through 
the letterbox at Holy Cross, or better still donations can be 
made online HERE. Thank you. 

            17th/18th October 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St Francis of Assisi, Oldham, and for Fr Derek Woodhead, 
their parish priest. We pray for their parish primary 
schools, for the chaplaincy to the Royal Oldham Hospital 
and for the Franciscan Missionaries of St Joseph. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

We must keep reminding ourselves: 

The gas leak at St Mary’s (which currently means that 
the gas supply to the church must be turned off) is due 
to be repaired soon. However, given that very few of the  
heaters now work at all, and that all the doors must be 
kept open, such a repair will not have any significantly 
beneficial consequences and the current situation just 
serves to reinforce our advice to all who attend—please 
come dressed for the cold! Also, as things stand, we are 
not able to use the heating at Holy Cross either, pending 
Covid advice on the possible effect of turning on  
powerful blowers, so here too we advise you to dress 
warmly as the cold weather closes in. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Thursday, Parish Feast of St John Paul II: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

! 

Parish Feastday on Thursday 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look18October2020ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

