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ZACCHAEUS 

L ast week, in our passage from St Luke’s Gospel, we heard Jesus’ 
parable about a Pharisee and a tax collector coming before God 

in prayer. The tax collector ended the story at rights with God, 
because rather than trying to jus*fy his deeds, he had simply 
acknowledged his failings and begged for God’s mercy. Today, we 
encounter another tax collector—but this is not one of Jesus’ sto-
ries. The man Zacchaeus is a real figure in the crowd, and he is not 
just any tax collector, but a senior and par*cularly wealthy one. 

The story presents itself in quite a comic manner. Wealthy though 
Zacchaeus may be, he is not shy of the indignity of running ahead 
of Jesus and clambering up a tree, simply because he is too short 
to see past the towering figures around him. And it is to the figure 
in the tree that Jesus calls, invi*ng himself to dinner. Surely, the 
crowds think, Jesus must know who this infamous character is? 
Why would he wish to associate with such a sinner? 

Here, we find “Gospel” in its literal sense – Good News. Jesus 
does, indeed, choose to visit a sinner like Zacchaeus; and sinners 
like you and me. What has driven Zacchaeus to become the man 
he is? What has led him to betray his own people and work for the 

occupying enemy forces? Why does he spend his *me harassing 
his kinsfolk for money, and growing rich by the excesses he  
demands from them? And why the paradox, that such a man as he 
should go to such lengths to see and be seen by the one who, 
above all others, condemns every form of injus*ce he encounters: 
Jesus of Nazareth? And then, if we truly recognise our own  
failings, what it is that drives us to fail in so many of the good 
deeds we plan, and why do we con*nue to do the very things we 
so fervently desire to leave behind every *me we come for  
Confession? Like Zacchaeus in the Gospel, we are complex people, 
all of us. And Jesus’ call is as real, as loving and as forgiving to us 
today as it was to that character in the tree in Jericho. 

Changed by Jesus’ willingness to come to Zacchaeus’ house, the 
tax collector promises absolute reform – and this *me he means 
it. Jesus will wipe the slate clean and, as he did for so many  
others, he will give his life new purpose.  

Am I ready to hear Jesus’ call to me? Are you? For us, too, the slate 
will be wiped clean and whole new possibili*es in love will open 
up before us. But then we must really be ready to let go of the *es 
which hold us back. We must develop the mindset to put things 
right and allow God into our hearts to help us become, once more, 
the person we are inside, created in the Image and Likeness of 
God himself. “Zacchaeus, come down!” Let us come down too and 
seek our mission, in Christ, to the people of Eccles, Patricro>, 
Brookhouse, Monton, Worsley…indeed to our fellow ci*zens 
throughout the world.  

MEMORIAL MASS 
Our annual Mass for the dead will take place this Thursday (7th No-
vember) at Holy Cross Church. Remembrance candles will be on sale at 
the church from 6-6.45pm before the Mass. We are offering one large 
candle (at £2.00) and smaller candles if you wish (at 30p each) for each 
of our loved ones who has died in the past year, and the smaller candles 
may also be purchased in memory of others who have died at any time. 
These candles will be brought forward in procession during the Mass. 

There will be no prayer mee*ng at St Gilbert’s on this day because 
of prepara*ons for the Mass. 

HOLY HOUR for VOCATIONS 
There will be a special hour of prayer at St Luke’s Church, Irlams o’ 
th’ Height, on Tuesday 26th November from 7-8.00pm. All welcome. 

JOB VACANCY 
We are currently seeking an enthusiastic and committed individual 
to co-ordinate the implementation of the Diocesan Confirmation 
Programme in our own Deanery of St John, and develop ministry to 
young people more generally in each parish. This is an exciting op-
portunity to work in partnership with all the parishes of the Dean-
ery, their primary schools and the three RC high schools, and to 
establish & coordinate a team of volunteers and catechists in the 
parishes. This will be a permanent, full-time appointment with a 
salary of £20,000-25,000 per annum. Please see the full advertise-
ment at the back of church, or speak with Fr Martin or Hannah 
Howard (HR Department at Salford Diocese on 0161 817 2222) for 
more details. Closing date: 12 noon on Monday 11th November. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Sonny, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, 
Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Fr Philip, Maureen, Pat, Da-
vid, Kyle, Finn (age 11)—now making a good recovery, Patrick, 
David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Therisia, Terry, BeNy, Mr 
George, Kathleen, ColeNe, Stanley, Patricia, Marion, Adam, 
Jake, Sue, BeNy, Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, Tricia, Barry, 
Marie, Catherine, James, Alan, BeNy, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, 
Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Cha-
mari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Chris*ne, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Sister 
Olivia, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, 
Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, 
Alec, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Shei-
la, Mar*n, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Ken-
neth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, MaNhew, Evelyn, 
Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister 
Regina, Nijole, Stephen, David, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Mar*n Ward, Francis Quinn, Victoria Roberts, Pat 
Meaney, Irene Nestor, Lucy Alffonso, Bishop Brian Noble, Alec 
Jackson, Patrick Langdon, Trevor Jones, Antonio Timaan, John 
McKeirnan, Terry Hampton, Mary McGroNy, Kevin McGuire, 
John Sloan, Walter Jackson, Lilian Hoey, Lilia Beercro>. 

Anniversaries: Ada Serapiglia, Nicasio Abdon, John Fagan, 
Henry Costello, Walter Parkes, Thomas Peters, George and 
Elizabeth Parker, John and Monica Flanagan, Joe Traynor, An-
nie Byrne, Edna Smith, Carmelo Coppini, Gerard McNamara, 
Joanne Faulkner, Fr Kevin Griffin, Elizabeth Royle, Cecelia Jack-
son, Patricia Carrington, Maureen Else, Maurice Fagan. 

Remembrance: Patrocinio Gigante, Chris*an Daryl Gutoman 
and Frederick Watson (flowers at Holy Cross), Eric Valois Cis-
neros, Josie Delaney, Dorothy Prince, John and Monica PoNer. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the people 
of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring 
of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residen*al homes, and for a number of special 
inten*ons. 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro> and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro>, M30 8QD 

OFFERTORY 
Collec3on: 26th/27th October  See print version 
  Missio Collec*on  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  SVP monthly collec*on 
Next week: No re*ring collec*on next week 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar*n, a>er Mass or at any convenient *me 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar*n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar*n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other *mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricro>   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual *mes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

FUNDRAISING NIGHT—30th NOVEMBER 
We will soon be able to give more details of the huge amount of 
investment we will need to make, as a parish, in renova*on works 
at St Mary’s church. We have, of course, over the past few years, 
invested well over £100,000 in works at Holy Cross, but costs at St 
Mary’s will run significantly higher. Many fundraising efforts will 
be arranged, along with the establishment of a new fundraising 
commiNee which will look towards both ac*vi*es and grants to 
help us on our way. Our first Fund-raising Night will be a Family 
Social and Disco at Holy Cross Community Hall, on Saturday 30th 
November from 7.30pm, with DJ and refreshments. Admission £5.00 
adults, £1.00 children. Tickets now on sale a>er Mass. 

THANKING OUR SUPPORTING PRIESTS 
Thank you to Fr Desmond Wilson of the Spiritans, celebrating our 
9.30am Mass on Sunday at St Mary’s this week. 

FORMATION LECTURES 
You are invited to attend a lecture on Liturgical Formation given by 
Fr James Manock on Wednesday 13th November, 7.30-9.00pm at St 
Gabriel’s RC High School, Bridge Road, Bury, BL9 0TZ. A suggested 
donation of £5 per person is payable on the door from 7-7.30pm. 
The parish can provide transport at £2.00 per person—please sign 
up at the back of either church before 10th November. 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
In response to the call of Pope Francis, the worldwide church will be 
celebrating a Day of the Poor on Sunday 17th November. Here in the 
parish of St John Paul II we will be holding a retiring collection for 
Loaves and Fishes after each Mass, and there will be a time of prayer 
at Holy Cross church at 3.00pm with Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament. Whatever we do becomes superficial if it is not done in 
the context of prayer, so we hope as many as possible from both 
ends of the parish will be able to join us for this special prayer time. 

                   2nd/3rd November 2019  
This week we pray for: the people of the  
parish of Christ the Redeemer, Deane and Great Lever, for Fr. 
Morrough O’Brien, their parish priest, and for the parish primary 
schools. We pray for the Sisters of the Cross and Passion. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                                                Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 4th November) 
Monday:   11.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Patrick Langdon. May he rest in peace 
Tuesday:  9.30am Mass at St Gilbert’s School  with Y5/6. All welcome 
   10.00am Mothers’ Prayers prayer group for women at Holy Cross Presbytery 
   2.00pm Pro-Life Rosary Group at St Gilbert’s Presbytery 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members always welcome 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross Church followed by 9.15am Mass 
   3.45pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (Y3-Y7) for Christmas Eve at Holy Cross Church — See separate entry 
Thursday:  7.00pm Memorial Mass for the Dead at Holy Cross Church. See separate entry 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy   

 11.00am Exposi3on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

CHILDREN’S CHOIR for CHRISTMAS EVE 
Rehearsals for the joint-schools’ choir to sing at our family cele-
bra*on of Christmas, (beginning at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve at 
Holy Cross) con*nue this Wednesday (6th November), 3.45-
4.45pm at Holy Cross Church. Parents please speak to Fr Mar*n, 
or children may just be brought along to the rehearsal. All wel-
come from Y3-Y7, whichever school is aNended. 

RESURRECTION CHOIR of St PETERSBURG 
Their concert at St Mary’s Church, a part of their British tour (now 
underway)  will take place on Monday week—11th November 
beginning at 7.30pm. Admission will be £12, payable on the door 
and supporting both the choir and the parish. The concert is in two 
parts, comprising both sacred and folk music from Russia, with 
refreshments available during the interval. See poster at the back 
of each church. Do, please, spread the word and come along! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
May God bless Dorota, Betws and Anthony who were Bap*sed 
and received Holy Communion for the first *me last Sunday at 
Holy Cross Church. Please keep them in your prayers. 

OUTDOOR BENCH at St MARY’S 
Following a generous donation some time ago, we propose to position a 
new bench on the grassed area between the car park and the front of the 
church, facing the church. Comments are invited. Thank you. 


