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CELEBRATING THE SAINTS 

W hilst, apart from the pandemic, the secular world 
would normally be celebrating Halloween - "All  

Hallows Eve" (or the eve of All Saints) - our celebration of 
this great day is an altogether different kind of event. Our 
thoughts are not of ghosts and masked figures - no "Trick or 
Treat?" call, no fear of black cats to cloud our view of saintliness. 
Instead we call to mind those who have paved the way for 
us to God's promise of eternity. But who are the Saints we 
celebrate today? What does it take to be a Saint? 
Jesus describes the hallmarks of saintliness in today's Gos-
pel. Blessed are: ... the poor in spirit ... the gentle ... those 
who mourn ... those who hunger and thirst for what is 
right ... the merciful ... the pure in heart ... the peacemak-
ers ... those who are persecuted in the cause or right ... all 
who suffer on account of the Gospel - these are saints, and 
to these the Kingdom of God belongs. But no-one, not even 
the greatest saint in heaven, has achieved all these things 
without some slip-ups along the way. No-one but Christ 
himself, and the sinless one chosen above all others to be 
his mother. For everyone else whom we call "Saint" there is 
a catalogue of human weakness (often, in the case of the 
apostles, reported clearly in the Gospels) - weakness ulti-
mately overcome by real trust in the name of Jesus Christ. 
The saints are real people, not super-human beings. They 
are like us, and like so many of our loved ones who have 
gone before us. 

Tomorrow (Monday) we celebrate the remembrance of all 
the Holy Souls - those who have not yet attained the perfect 
vision of God's glory but who are on the final stage of the 
journey that will lead them there. Once that journey is com-
pleted, they will be saints like any others whose names are 
sung by the Church. How do we know the difference, in our 
own loved ones, between a Saint and a Holy Soul? The an-
swer is, we do not know. And, beyond the constraints of 
space and time, in an eternity above our comprehension, it 
scarcely matters. None of our prayers for the dead are wast-
ed, and nor is our joyful celebration of the saints we have 
known premature. Let us rejoice, today, in God's promise of 
resurrection for who trust in Him. And let us pray for the 
grace never to fall away from His Truth. 

MEMORIAL MASS 
Our annual Memorial Mass is set to take place tomorrow, 
(Monday 2nd November) at 10.00am, our usual Mass time 
during the pandemic. We have received several requests for 
candles to be marked with the names of family members/
friends who have died and, whilst there will be no  
procession this year with the candles and our act of  
commemoration must be kept brief, we will still take time to 
remember and to pray. The Mass will be available to view 
online both live and recorded for later viewing on our  
Facebook Page and YouTube Channel. If there are more who 
would like the name of a family member or friend who has 
died to be placed on a candle on this day (and also lit at  
subsequent Masses), please give their name to the Parish 
Office by Midday on Sunday at the latest. Candles can be 
ordered at £2.00 each (to cover expenses), and Sr Jenny will 
organise the preparation. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
Baptisms for those First Communion children who were not  
already baptised are now complete. Now we intend to move 
forward with final preparations for the First Communions 
themselves, and information will be updated regularly on 
the website and in our weekly email updates. Thank you for 
bearing with us, and please continue to keep the children 
and their families in your prayers. 

BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to Lola-Rose, Francesca and Neelola who 
were baptised last week. Please keep them and their  
families in your prayers. 

COLLECTIONS 
For those who are able to support the parish online, the 
“DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of our  
website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. Last 
week’s collection in church amounted to £608.00. Thank you. 

NEW “RCIA” GROUP 
A note from Fr Martin: A number of people have spoken 
with me about joining this group to prepare for Baptism/
Reception as adults into the church next Easter. Due to an 
error which is entirely my own, I have not been able to collect 
all the details together to forward to Ann-Marie, our RCIA 
leader. If you have not already been contacted and are wishing 
to join the RCIA Group this year, please could I trouble  
you to email me again this week—I know you will already 
have done so before—and I will immediately take steps for 
your enrolment. Thank you to those who have been in 
touch, and please accept my apologies for this confusion. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Brid-
get, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, Da-
vid, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, 
Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Debo-
rah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, 
Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, 
Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, 
Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, 
Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Michael Roach, Margaret Grindrod, Ericka Par-
ker, Emma Joyce Ronson, Baby Theo, Olivia Garvey. 
Anniversaries: Fred Arden (100th Birthday Anniversary), Jack 
Fagan, Maurice Fagan, Joanne Faulkner, Gerard McNamara, 
Roy Mackie, Fr Kevin Griffin, Marie Mackie (90th Birthday 
Anniversary). 
Remembrance: Frank & Mary Smith, Bill & Betty Jackson 
We also pray: for world peace, for an end to racism in all its 
forms and for our schools. We pray for world leaders, for 
God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis 
and for all those suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and 
her projects in Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and 
Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=57&flow=grid
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  5.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.30am at St Mary’s 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

St MARY’S RENOVATION and HEATING 
As you are aware, we have a major two-phase renovation  
project planned for St Mary’s Church, and we hope that 
works might commence on “Phase 1” early in the New Year. 
However, we have a problem of cold conditions in the church 
which can only get much worse as we approach winter. This 
was therefore the main focus of a meeting last week of the 
parish “Hope in the Future” (lay leadership) Committee, and 
the matter has since been further discussed with the architect 
overseeing the renovation work, and with the Diocesan  
heating advisor. Broadly, the following decisions have been made, 
with more precise details on the first point to be agreed at a 
meeting of the Parish Finance Committee tomorrow (Monday). 
1. The complete replacement of the current worn-out heating 

system is being taken out of the larger renovation project 
and brought forward to be actioned as a matter of urgency. 

2. Whilst we know the following will be a very difficult decision for 
many to accept, we propose that for your health and safety 
all parish Masses at St Mary’s will be suspended from the 
week beginning  Monday 16th November until the heating 
works are complete, which we hope will be in good time for  
Christmas. During this time, all Masses will be celebrated at 
Holy Cross where, in spite of the windows having to be 
kept open for Covid safety, we are still able to keep the 
church pleasantly warm. This decision is not yet “set in 
stone” and comments will be considered with due respect.  

               31st Oct/1st Nov 2020  
This week we pray for: the parishioners of  
St Joseph, Mossley, for Fr Michael Lavin, their parish 
priest, and for their parish primary school. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE TO ORDER 
See our samples, prices and suggested payment methods 
HERE. Orders can be placed with the parish office, and will 
be delivered to you at home or, if necessary, sent out by 
post. (Current regulations prevent us from opening the piety 
shop). Also, if you would like to order HCPT Christmas Cards 
from Ellen, please contact the parish office for her contact 
details. These, too, will be delivered or sent by post. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
Please check the Coronavirus Page of our website regularly 
for any updates on how we need to operate at present. 

VOLUNTEER CLEANERS REQUESTED 
We would still appreciate some more volunteers, especially 
at St Mary’s, to assist with general church cleaning.  Please  
contact the parish office. Thank you. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday—All Souls’ Day: 10.00am Memorial Mass for all our departed loved ones at Holy Cross, open to the public. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public. 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public. 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Morning: 9.30am and 11.30am Masses at St Mary’s open to the public. 

Please note that we cannot livestream Services from St Mary’s, as there is no internet connection there. 
This is why our daily Masses are all at Holy Cross, as most of our congregation is still worshipping online.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/parishmembersarea/piety-shop
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look01November2020ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

