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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
Today, we remember, in prayer and with gratitude, all those 
who have given their lives that we, and others, might enjoy a 
freedom that would otherwise have been denied. “They shall 
grow not old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not wea-
ry them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, we will remember them.” 

BEING READY FOR THE LORD 

A s we listen to today's Gospel about the wise and foolish 
bridesmaids, we can easily be led into a sense of  

apprehension that in so many ways we are not ready, in our 
own lives, to see God face to face. So many religious cults 
over the years have tried to tell us "the end of the world is 
nigh!" in order to fire their believers into a frenzy of self-
correction, to get themselves "ready". But Jesus told us we 
would not know the day or the hour – none of us can be 
certain when the call of God will come, so are we expected 
to maintain that frenzy of readiness every day of our life? 
Should we live our lives in fear of meeting our Lord at a  
terrible moment we do not expect? 

The fact is, our Christianity is built upon love, not fear. Jesus 
is our Saviour – he died and rose again out of love for you 
and me. He promised: "I will be with you always, even to the 
end of time." (Mt.28:20). If we really believe his words, how 
can we fear the coming of one who has never left our side? 

Yet we reproach ourselves: our lives are imperfect, our love 

is imperfect, our flame of Faith often burns dim and in our 
weakness we fail to see the face of Christ alongside us. 
Often, and perhaps more than ever in a time of pandemic, 
we wonder and ask ourselves "where has he gone?" – but 
Jesus is still there. He sees us and he loves us, and holds out 
his cross before us. 

Being "ready" is not about being perfect. It is not about re-
membering last Lent’s resolutions and keeping them all the 
year round. Plans like this are doomed to fail. We cannot 
resolve ourselves to be anything other than human, and our 
human nature is full of weakness – but, as St Paul tells us, it 
is that very weakness which God can use for good, because 
there we find our deep need for his presence. 

Being ready means being glad that Jesus our friend is always 
with us. It means acknowledging that there are aspects of 
our lives where we need to grow in holiness, where we need 
to accept a spirit of change that we cannot achieve on our 
own – and about inviting Jesus gently to give us that healing, 
and to make us grow. And it involves praying confidently 
that he will be patient with us when our progress is slow 
and when,  at times, we fall along the way. 

Jesus is always there, not like George Orwell's "Big Brother" 
but as a loving doctor who sees our suffering and our  
frailties, and offers freely the means for our healing. If we 
are "ready" we do not try to hide away from God. We do 
not want to hide – we could not think of hiding. 

Little by little, Jesus will change us to become more like  
himself in our ways. He will not make unreasonable  
demands – he will not expect us to become perfect  
overnight. But when the call of the Lord comes, we need 
have no fear of those words in today’s Gospel: "I tell you 
solemnly, I do not know you." He will know us, and we can 
truly put our trust in his love, every day of our lives.  

NEW LOCKDOWN and PRAYERS at 6.00pm 
However we may feel about the current ban on public worship, 
it is important that we respect the new instructions which 
are in place to protect lives and keep safe the vulnerable—
surely a priority for us all as Christians. Please join with 
Christians of many denominations at 6pm each day by paus-
ing for a few moments to pray for an end to the pandemic. 

MEMORIAL MASS 
Thank you to all who came along to our Memorial Mass on 
All Souls’ Day, last Monday, and to all who joined us online. 
The display of candles in memory of our loved ones who 
have died—now standing at 156 candles—will remain in 
place now until Advent, and will be lit during our Masses. 

FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE 
With the new lockdown now in force across the country,  
everything is sadly placed on hold again, but please keep up to 
date with information on our website and in our weekly email 
updates and we will move forward as soon as we can. Thank 
you for bearing with us, and please continue to keep the 
children and their families in your prayers. 

BAPTISMS 
The lockdown means that our Baptism programme must 
also be placed on hold once again, though much progress 
had been made and most of those who have been waiting 
the longest have now been offered the Sacrament. We still 
invite online applications HERE, and Sister Jenny will contact 
families again as soon as we are able to resume. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kyle, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, 
Bridget, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, 
Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Eric Welby, Eileen Johnson, Liam O’Neill, Michael 
Roach, Margaret Grindrod, Ericka Parker. 
Anniversaries: Fred Arden (100th Birthday Anniversary), Jack 
Fagan, Maurice Fagan, Joanne Faulkner, Gerard McNamara, 
Roy Mackie. 
Remembrance: George Boland, Ellen Teresa Foster, Joseph 
Killean Foster, Baby Grace Platt, Frank & Mary Smith, Bill & 
Betty Jackson, Helps family, all the Faithful Departed. 
We also pray: for Anne-Marie and Sandra (birthdays), for 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our 
schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and 
support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those 
suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in 
Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home 
workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 
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                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  Livestreamed only at 5.00pm 
Sunday Morning:   Recorded Mass from Holy Cross 
    available online. See details below 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

St MARY’S RENOVATION and HEATING 
As you are aware, we have a major two-phase renovation  
project planned for St Mary’s Church, and we hope that 
works might commence on “Phase 1” early in the New Year. 
You are also aware of the significant problem of the cold at St 
Mary’s, where the heating system is worn out and was due 
for replacement within Phase 1 of the renovation. 

Now, whilst the church is closed because of the lockdown, the 
heating replacement has been brought forward out of the 
main renovation project, and is being actioned as a matter of 
urgency. For this reason, we will not be opening St Mary’s for 
private prayer before the work has been done. The new  
system will consist of forced convector heaters of the same 
type that serve Holy Cross so well, so we hope to welcome 
you back to a warm and comfortable environment. 

COLLECTIONS 
For those who are able to support the parish online as  
donations in church become more difficult again, (emphasising 
only if you are able—we appreciate that with employment 
furloughed and so many jobs lost this is a difficult time for you 
all), the “DONATE” button can be found on the homepage of 
our website. It can be used for one-off donations or to set up 
weekly or monthly payments, with Gift Aid also facilitated. Last 
week’s collection in church amounted to £717.03. Thank you. 

                   7th/8th Nov 2020  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of Our Lady and St. Joseph’s parish, Heywood, 
and of Fr. Paul Daly and Fr. Bob Hayes. We pray for the 
parish primary schools and for Holy Family Roman Catholic 
and Church of England College. May the parish strive  
always to live by God’s wisdom that does not grow dim. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE TO ORDER 
See our samples, prices and suggested payment methods 
HERE. (More lines have been added since last week!) Orders 
can be placed with the parish office, and will be delivered to 
you at home or, if necessary, sent out by post. Also, if you 
would like to order HCPT Christmas Cards from Ellen, please 
contact the parish office for her contact details. These, too, 
will be delivered or sent by post. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” leaflet to accompany Sunday 
Mass can be found HERE. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
Please check the Coronavirus Page of our website regularly 
for any updates on how we need to operate at present. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Friday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass from Holy Cross, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of the recording  
 available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Afternoon: 2.30-4.00pm Private Prayer time at Holy Cross, open to the public. 

We will keep St Mary’s Church closed for the time being, pending installation of the  
new heating system which is now moving forward. 
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https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/9260fb02-57bb-4176-83b7-16c4489d5b93/LDAH_Ordinary_32A.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
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