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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

T his weekend, we celebrate World Day of the Poor, first 
established by Pope Francis in 2016 (and beginning in 

2017) for this 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. It represents a 
part of our call to become, more and more, “Missionary  
Disciples” in active service of our communities and of our 
world. In this time of national lockdown when so many  
good actions become unavailable for us, perhaps we are 
ideally placed to reflect on what we can achieve for others 
in these difficult times, as well as spending a little time in 
consideration of what we might be able to offer in the future. 

The Gospel today tells the familiar parable of the talents. 
The word can mean many things—in the story, it refers to 
silver coins, and yet it translates so comfortably into a  
representation of our God-given gifts and talents. The  
servant who was given the greatest number of coins—the 
most “talented”—uses them for profit, and is praised and 
rewarded. Similarly the one who perhaps could not have 
coped with so large an amount, receives equal praise simply 
for doing his best. The one who is lazy, however, is  
condemned for making no effort. The story is not about how 
much we have, it is about what we do with it. 

And so, we come to our present age, and to this time of 
pandemic. How does this parable speak to us? We are each 
given many and varied gifts and talents—perhaps some  
apparently more than others—but how many we have is 

unimportant. We are called, equally, to use them for good.  

Let us place this into the context of our Baptism. As we were 
anointed with the oil of Chrism, the priest would have said: 
“The God of power and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 
freed you from sin and brought you to new life through water 
and the Holy Spirit. He now anoints you with the Chrism of 
salvation, so that, united with his people, you may remain 
forever a member of Christ who is Priest, Prophet and King.” 

Priest—we are called into an active participation in prayer 
and communion with God. Prophet—we must teach one 
another by our words and by the example of our lives; we 
must nurture each other toward ever more sincere acts of 
goodness and kindness. And King—not the kind of king that 
lords it over his people but, like Jesus himself, we are tasked 
with the command be “servant kings” towards all of God’s 
people, near and far. Our call, in baptism, is not simply to 
acts of piety, but to real, practical action in Christ’s name. In 
short, we are called to use all of our gifts and talents in  
active service of those in need. The baptismal call, and the 
Gospel call, fit in perfectly with Pope Francis’ own call that 
we take our missionary duty toward the poor seriously. 

Maybe in lockdown we have more time on our hands to focus 
on the “priesthood” of our calling—our prayer for others is 
always of inestimable value. Then our words and actions 
even now can make such a difference, for good or for ill, to 
the wellbeing of others. Let us therefore live the life of the 
prophet for the good of those we meet. And the practicality 
of the “Servant-King”? For those who can give such support, 
let it be given with joyfulness. And for those who are not 
able just now, we should not reproach ourselves for the 
things we cannot do, but rather call upon God to help us 
make the most of the things that we can.  

PUBLICATION of the IICSA REPORT   
You will be aware that earlier this week, the Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) published its report 
into the Catholic Church. 

In its response, the Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales said: “We apologise to all victims and survivors who 
have not been properly listened to, or properly supported 
by us. By listening with humility to those who have suffered, 
we can contribute to the healing of the wounds of abuse, as 
well as learn from those most directly affected how we must 
improve the Church’s safeguarding standards, policies and 
procedures.” 

We know that with the report comes an increased  
awareness of abuse, which may lead individuals to reflect 
on their own experiences. If you are aware of people in  
distress, the support on offer via our Healing Through  
Community project can be accessed by anyone living within 
the Diocese of Salford. 

If you would like to access help, please call Survivors  
Manchester on 0161 236 2182 or Greater Manchester Rape 
Crisis on 0161 273 4500. The Safeguarding Office is also 
available for any safeguarding queries or referrals by all. 
Their number is 0161 817 2206. 

Let us all join in prayer for the healing of those that have 
been hurt and abused by members of the Church. 

You can read the full Bishops’ Conference response HERE. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kyle, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, 
Bridget, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, 
John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick 
(age 7), David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Sister Jenny, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, 
Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Pat-
rick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kath-
leen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, 
Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, 
Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, 
Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, 
Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Robert Yates, Eric Welby, Eileen Johnson, Liam 
O’Neill, Michael Roach, Margaret Grindrod, Ericka Parker. 
Anniversaries: Ray Dixon, Fred Arden (100th Birthday Anni-
versary), Jack Fagan, Maurice Fagan. 
Remembrance: George Boland, Ellen Teresa Foster, Joseph 
Killean Foster, Baby Grace Platt, Frank & Mary Smith, Bill & 
Betty Jackson, Helps family, all the Faithful Departed. 
We also pray: for Anne-Marie and Sandra (birthdays), for 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our 
schools. We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and 
support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those 
suffering from the disease, for Sr Annie and her projects in 
Syria, in thanksgiving, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home 
workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/statement-on-the-publication-of-the-iicsa-report/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  Livestreamed only at 5.00pm 
Sunday Morning:   Recorded Mass from Holy Cross 
    available online. See details below 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE and CATHOLIC TIMES 
The publishers of these Catholic newspapers are offering  to send 
them to you, post free, as the pandemic continues. Please  
go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722.  
Special offer—£22.00 for 3 months, or £80.00 for 12 months. 

BAPTISMS and FIRST COMMUNIONS 
Please keep up to date with information on our website and in 
our weekly email updates and we will move forward with 
our Sacramental Programmes as soon as we can. We still 
invite online applications for Baptism HERE, and Sister Jenny 
will contact families again once we are able to resume. 

St MARY’S HEATING 
The design of the new heating system is now complete, and 
we hope the installation works will go out to tender this 
week. As this is now being actioned as a matter of urgency, 
we will not be opening St Mary’s for private prayer before the 
work has been done. The new system will consist of forced 
convection heaters of the same type that serve Holy Cross so 
well, so we hope after completion to welcome you back to a 
warm and comfortable environment. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s donations in church  totalled £233.50, and Standing 
Orders from October amounted to £1,048.00. Thank you. 

                 14th/15th Nov 2020  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of Our Lady of Dolours, Kersal, for Fr Vincent 
Coyne, their parish priest, and the Servite Friars. We pray 
for their parish primary school and for the residents of 
Nazareth House, together with the Sisters of Nazareth and 
the Faithful Companions of Jesus. May they seek to be 
faithful in all things, small and great. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE to ORDER 
See our samples, prices and suggested payment methods 
HERE. Orders can be placed with the parish office, and will 
be delivered to you at home or, if necessary, sent out by 
post. If you would like to order HCPT Christmas Cards from 
Ellen, these are also now available from the parish office. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” leaflet to accompany Sunday 
Mass can be found HERE. 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP EACH OTHER SAFE! 
Please check the Coronavirus Page of our website regularly 
for any updates on how we need to operate at present. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Friday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass from Holy Cross, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of the recording  
 available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Afternoon: 2.30-4.00pm Private Prayer time at Holy Cross, open to the public. 

We will keep St Mary’s Church closed for the time being, pending installation of the  
new heating system which is now moving forward. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/64z5cb20Ld1Z
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/P778K76k8e88g0c3CiUdXodu0
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/parishmembersarea/piety-shop
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look15November2020ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/ec26c7c2-71ae-4367-87dc-8bdc43c8954b/LDAH_Ordinary_33A.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

