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VISIONS of the FUTURE 

P icture the scene in the early Church as St Mark wrote his Gos-
pel. Life, for the Chris4an, was full of uncertainty. Persecu4on 

was the order of the day, and to profess the name of Jesus meant 
to be mocked, hated and ill-treated. Faith kept them going, yet 
they needed words of encouragement to help them persevere – 
words that would guide them to see beyond their immediate cir-
cumstances, and focus on the promises of Jesus which would fi-
nally make it all worthwhile. They needed words of vision and 
hope, and that is just what we find in today's Gospel – some of the 
last sayings of Jesus before his suffering and death, spoken to help 
his disciples through their own sense of persecu4on that would 
soon overtake them in the events about to take place on Calvary. 

We like our “visions of the future” to be presented like glossy holiday 
brochures, telling us nothing but good news and joy – but life is not 
like that. Such a tale would have been of no realistic support to the 
disciples, to Mark's first hearers, or to us today. So Jesus's vision 
acknowledges a time of distress: powers being shaken even in Heaven 
itself – the worst we could imagine, and more. But none of this would 
have the last word. That is reserved for Jesus, gathering his own from 
the four winds – wherever they may be, however lost or forsaken 
they may feel. Jesus is the Word first spoken by the Father, and that 
Word can never be defeated by human sin or by any power of nature. 
He will save, that is certain – but until that day, the way of the Chris-
tian will not always be easy. There will be times of hurt when we suf-
fer pain and loss, there will be times of change when the props which 
have held us secure for so long will suddenly be taken from us and we 
will need to rely on Faith alone to find our firm footing once again. 

Such is life for us, as we look to a new model of Church with less 
priests, less Masses, less churches and most poignantly the clo-
sure this week of our own St Ma"hew’s church – but through it 

all, we have the promise of the same Spirit, given by Jesus and 
assuring us of the same love and support we have always known. 
Let us put our trust in Christ's vision, with a sincere and hear@elt 
“Hope in the Future”, and never lose Faith. 

CLOSURE of St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
Time moves forward so quickly, and today we celebrate the final 
Sunday Mass at St Matthew’s. Do, please, keep this valued part of 
our parish community in your prayers. 

This Friday, 23rd November at 7.00pm, Bishop John will be at St 
Matthew’s as the main celebrant for a special Mass of Thanksgiving 
and Closure. We hope that as many as possible will be able to 
come along, as we remember with thanksgiving all that this church 
building has stood for since it opened in 1958. A group from St 
Matthew’s met last week to discuss and assist in the preparation of 
the service, and we hope several priests of the Deanery (and a num-
ber of others well known to the people of St Matthew’s) will also 
be present as concelebrants. Stay with us, Lord, on our journey. 

+ NEW MASS TIMES BEGIN NEXT WEEKEND + 
With the closure of St Matthew’s, new Mass times will come into 
use next weekend. Attempting to interpret the consultation in the 
fairest way possible took a little longer than had been hoped—not 
least because we needed special permission from the Bishop to be 
able to continue both Saturday evening and Sunday evening Mass-
es. This has meant the announcement of the new times coming 
later than was intended—do, please spread the word so that those 
coming to Mass next week will know when to expect Masses to 
start. The new times will be: 

 Saturday evening   6.15pm at Holy Cross 
 Sunday morning   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
 Sunday evening   6.15pm at St Mary’s 
A statement is available at the back of church to explain how these 
times were reached (for those who have not already received it by 
email). Whilst inevitably many will be unhappy, (when people have 
good reasons for preferring opposites, we can only try to compro-
mise), we hope that, overall, the distress caused will be minimal and 
that soon the new times will simply feel “normal” again. Thank you 
to all those who took part in the consultation, and thank you to 
Dominic from Holy Cross for his objective collation of the results. 

COMMUNION to the SICK at St MARY’S 
We are now close to launching a new system whereby those served so 
faithfully by Fr Livesey will not be neglected now the parish is becom-
ing so large. Thank you to all those who have pledged their support.  

PARISH MINIBUS RUNS 
The minibus will con4nue to provide li s to Sunday morning Mass 
at Holy Cross—but if there are now more people who would like 
to be picked up, please contact the parish office this week. Sadly 
we do not have sufficient volunteer drivers to offer li s to any 
other Mass, but we will be happy to consider extending the runs 
wherever necessary in our parishes. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec=on: Holy Cross, St Matthew’s & St Gilbert’s: See print version 
  St Mary’s    See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  The Re4red Clergy Fund remains open for those  
  who missed it last week 
Next week:  No re4ring collec4on next week 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar4n, a er Mass or at any convenient 4me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Alan, John, John, Malcolm, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, 
Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Eunice, Charlotte, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, 
Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Philo-
mena, Sister Olivia, Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, 
Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, 
Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, 
Ellen, Alec and Maureen, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Sr 
Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christo-
pher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, 
John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peg-
gy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Pe-
ter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, 
Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Christopher Peter Fanning, Marie Anna Mazei-
ka, David Regan, Colin Hornsby, Jean Enright, Alfie 
Worthington, Sr Audrey Carnall, Shamus Nugent, Vanessa 
Rudden. 

Anniversaries: Frances and Michael Lavin, Cecelia Jackson, 
Hilda Mary and Frederick Blohm, Mary Gribbin, Bill Richard-
son, Mr & Mrs Shelton, Mr & Mrs Jamison, Mr & Mrs Coul-
ter, Jack Fagan, Maurice Fagan, Ellen Maksymowicz, Walter 
Parkes, Thomas Peters, Tom Wilde, Elizabeth Royle, John 
Ferguson, Frank Smith. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey, Fusilier George, for world 
peace, for the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop 
John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar4n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar4n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 4mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES STARTING NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church St Matthew’s RC Church       
Liverpool Road Worsley Road 
Patricro   Winton 
M30 8QD  M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 19th November) 

Monday:   11.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Tuesday:   10.00am Special November Mass at St Mark’s, Pendlebury for all the deceased of the Deanery. All welcome 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members always welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi=on of the Blessed Sacrament at St MaBhew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Thursday:  9.00am Morning Prayer at St MaBhew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
   There will also be 9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   10.00am Mee4ng at Holy Cross (Parish Mee4ng Room) to prepare the way for English Conversa4on Classes 

Friday:  7.00pm Mass of Thanksgiving and Closure at St MaBhew’s, with Bishop John Arnold. ALL WELCOME 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi=on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena 
   12.30pm Christmas Fair at St Mary’s Church Hall—Come and join us!   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross (not available this week) 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s,  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

PARISH NAME CONSULTATION 
Thank you to all those who have already responded online to the 
consultation helping us find a new name/dedication for the amalga-
mated parish. Whilst the choice will be the Bishop’s, he will listen to 
any suitable request we may make. Written suggestions may also be 
placed in boxes at the back of the churches today or tomorrow, and a 
small committee will be called to shortlist. Please bear in mind that 
we cannot have the same name as another parish nearby, or a name 
that is replicated too many times around the diocese. It would not 
make sense either to have a name that is so long-winded that we 
might as well have stuck with the four names we started with. Also, 
please remember:  

• St Mary’s Church will still be called St Mary’s. 
• Holy Cross Church will still be called Holy Cross. 

We will vote on the shortlisted names at all Masses next Saturday 
evening/Sunday. 

CONGRATULATIONS to SONNY  
Sonny’s huge contribution to the parish of Holy Cross, St Matthew’s 
and St Gilbert’s is well marked by the old church/hall having been 
renamed the “Shannon Room” some years ago. On Wednesday this 
week, Sonny reaches the wonderful age of 100! We wish him, and 
his family, every happiness. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS DISCO 
We are holding a disco in Holy Cross Community Hall on Sunday 2nd 
December, 3-5pm. £3 per child (includes a gift from Santa Claus)—
tickets now available. (All children must be accompanied by an 
adult, over 18, but adult places are free). 

The annual Deanery Mass will be celebrated this Tuesday at St Mark’s, 
Pendlebury. All welcome. 

“THE SAINTS: OUR FRIENDS, OUR VOCATION” 
Canon John Udris, Spiritual Director at Oscott Seminary and author of 
‘Holy Daring - the fearless trust of St. Therese Of Liseaux’, will be lead-
ing devotions to the Little Flower at Wardley Cemetery Chapel (M28 
2UJ), 7.30pm, Thursday 22nd November. Let us ask her intercession; 
she promised ‘I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth’.  

                     17th/18th November 2018   
This week we are praying for: 
• The parish of Our Lady of the Valley,  

Clitheroe, Dunsop Bridge and Sabden, with Mgr Corcoran, 
their parish priest. 

• The parish of Our Lady, Haigh, and Holy Family, New 
Springs, with Fr. Foulkes, their parish priest. 

• Their parish primary schools. 
May our refuge and strength be in the Lord. 

St MARY’S CHRISTMAS FAIR THIS SATURDAY! 
Time is short!! we are s4ll appealing for last-minute dona4ons for 
*Tombola, *Bo"le tombola, *Groceries, *Toys and books, *White 
elephant goods and *Cakes. Dona4ons can be taken to St Mary’s 
presbytery (where Fr Livesey is s4ll stuck with us for the next few 
weeks!) or to Holy Cross. Cakes, please, are best delivered to St 
Mary’s Hall from 10.00am on Saturday morning, just before the 
Fair begins, when help in seJng up would also be welcome. 
Thank you in advance for all your assistance. 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTMAS DRAW 
Whilst we’re on the subject of Christmas fundraising—we are also 
s4ll welcoming last-minute dona4ons towards the draw at Holy 
Cross: cash towards prizes, boBles/drinks, unopened giK sets. (No 
bric-a-brac, please). All draw =ckets to be returned, please, this 
week. The Draw will take place a er the 11.00am Mass next Sun-
day at Holy Cross Community Hall. (For this year, there will con4n-
ue to be a separate Christmas Draw at St Mary’s). 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASSES 
There will be a meeting in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross this 
Thursday (22nd November) at 10.00am for those who would like to 
get involved with this new initiative in the parish. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Saturday this week (24th November), from 12.30pm, Christ-

mas Fair at St Mary’s Parish Hall. 
• Next Sunday (25th November), a er the 11.00am Mass at 

Holy Cross in the Community Hall, Holy Cross Christmas Draw. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 


