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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

I n response to the call of Pope Francis, the worldwide church cele-
brates today a Day of the Poor. Here in the parish of St John Paul II 

we will be holding a retiring collection for Loaves and Fishes after 
each Mass, and there will be a time of prayer at Holy Cross church at 
3.00pm today with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Whatever 
we do becomes superficial if it is not done in the context of prayer, 
so we hope as many as possible from both ends of the parish will be 
able to join us for this special time. Let us come together, and pray. 

The poor of our world often feel isolated and neglected. Life has been 
unjust to them, and it can be hard to recognise the presence of a God 
of Love or to believe he truly cares. And yet, the poor are not alone in 
this world of turmoil. We look at the devastating effects of climate 
change, so often on the lives of the most vulnerable, and we see so 
many people dispossessed and driven into exile by warfare and by 
natural disaster. And then we see people persecuted for their beliefs—
Christians more today than any others—often betrayed even by family 
and friends as they seek only to follow what is best in their hearts. How 
are we supposed to answer people look around and wonder why? 
How can we put it down to human free-will when, for so many, they 

have had no choices, no freedom, no chance to better their situation? 
No-one has chosen to die in famine, to be drowned in flood waters, 
caught in wild-fires or hit by a terrorist blast. What good is prayer then? 

It these very un-answerable questions that Jesus addresses in to-
day’s Gospel. Firstly he warns us against deceiving voices—those 
who claim to have all the answers, to know where it is all leading and 
how it will all end. Then he goes on to reaffirm the reality—all of 
these tragedies and sufferings will happen. Our efforts at good living, 
our determination to walk in Jesus’ footsteps will not take the chal-
lenges away. For Jesus himself, the Cross was an essential part of his 
saving act, and for us even as we meet in prayer for the poor and all 
who suffer, we too will not escape our own “crosses” to bear. 

It all sounds as though our hope is meaningless, our strivings futile—
but Jesus is not trying to manipulate our fear. Rather he is calling us 
to rise in Faith. True faith does not claim to have answers—indeed if 
we had the answers we would not need faith at all. Faith must face 
the reality of the sufferings all around us and, when it does, point 
through the dark night to a morning of light. The relentless journey 
from the Cross to the Resurrection will finally turn all things to good. 

It is not mere coincidence that the Church presents us with such diffi-
cult texts at this time of the liturgical year, as it draws to a close. Next 
week our celebrations are filled with hope and glory—Christ the King 
has the last word and, if we persevere and endure the challenges of 
life, that word will truly lift us to glory with him. For now, let us pray. 

DEANERY MASS of REMEMBRANCE 
We will be hosting a special Mass at Holy Cross Church on Tuesday 
week (26th November) at 7.00pm for all the priests and lay people 
who have died in this Deanery of St John (to which our parish be-
longs). Please come along as we try, in the new reality of amalga-
mated parishes, to celebrate our identity as deanery and come to-
gether in prayer for all our loved ones. 

FUNDRAISING NIGHT—30th NOVEMBER 
...and an appeal for donations for the Bottle Stall on the night 

We will soon be able to give more details of the huge amount of in-
vestment we will need to make, as a parish, in renovation works at St 
Mary’s church. We have, of course, over the past few years, invested 
well over £100,000 in works at Holy Cross, but costs at St Mary’s will 
run significantly higher. Many fundraising efforts will be arranged, 
along with the establishment of a new fundraising committee which 
will look towards both activities and grants to help us on our way. 
Our first Fund-raising Night will be a Family Social and Disco at Holy 
Cross Community Hall, on Saturday 30th November from 7.30pm, 
with DJ and refreshments. Admission £5.00 adults, £1.00 children. 
Tickets are now on sale after Mass, and we would be grateful for 
donations of bottles for a bottle stall on the night. Thank you. 

REMEMBRANCE CROSSES 
There are paper crosses at the back of church. Please use them if 
you wish to write the name of a loved one who has died, and place 
them into the basket at the front of church for them to be remem-
bered during our November Masses. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Sonny, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sha-
ron, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Fr Philip, Maureen, 
Pat, David, Kyle, Finn (age 11)—now making a good recov-
ery, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Therisia, Terry, 
BeCy, Mr George, Kathleen, ColeCe, Stanley, Patricia, Mari-
on, Adam, Jake, Sue, BeCy, Sylvie, Patricia, Yves, Win, Joy, 
Tricia, Barry, Marie, Catherine, James, Alan, BeCy, Evelyn, 
Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Billy, Da-
vid, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, 
Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, ChrisEne, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Sister Olivia, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, 
Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caro-
line, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, MarEn, Joanne, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Marie, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, 
Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, MaChew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Alphonsus, Sister Regina, 
Nijole, Stephen, David, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Marie Tobin, Godfrey Sheffield, Michael Healy, 
Bernard Death, Martin Ward, Francis Quinn, Victoria Rob-
erts, Pat Meaney, Irene Nestor, Lucy Alffonso, Bishop Brian 
Noble, Alec Jackson, Patrick Langdon, Trevor Jones, Antonio 
Timaan, John McKeirnan, Terry Hampton, Mary McGrotty, 
Kevin McGuire, John Sloan. 

Anniversaries: Eileen Tighe, Joan Baillie (100th Birthday an-
niversary), Ray Dixon, Elizabeth and Emmanuel ChetcuE, 
Ada Serapiglia, Nicasio Abdon, John Fagan, Henry Costello, 
Walter Parkes, Thomas Peters, George and Elizabeth Parker, 
John and Monica Flanagan, Joe Traynor, Annie Byrne, Edna 
Smith. 

Remembrance: Gerard Nicholls, George and Mary Sewell, 
Annie and Fred WhiCaker, Patrocinio Gigante, ChrisEan Dar-
yl Gutoman and Frederick Watson, Eric Valois Cisneros, Josie 
Delaney. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the peo-
ple of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restruc-
turing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hos-
pital, nursing and residenEal homes, and for a number of 
special intenEons. 

Services held at: Holy Cross, PatricroH and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, PatricroH, M30 8QD 

OFFERTORY 
Collec3on: 2nd/3rd November  See print version  

Plus two generous donaEons from parishioners 
       Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  Loaves and Fishes, for World Day of the Poor 
Next week: ReEred Priests’ Fund—deferred from this week 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr MarEn, aHer Mass or at any convenient Eme 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr MarEn A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     marEn.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other Emes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 
 New Email: hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Refreshments served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
PatricroH   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Usual Emes: Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 
Saturday:  11.00-11.45am at St Mary’s (Not available this week) 

and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 
(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

EMBRACE MEETING on THURSDAY 
Once again on Thursday evening we welcome Sr Mary Considine 
from Caritas who will help us grow and support one another in our 
vital ministry to the housebound. Now that we have new ministers 
taking Holy Communion into the many nursing homes within the 
parish, this is a perfect opportunity to share good pracEce and 
learn more about how to face the challenges and experience the 
rewards of such work. The meeEng (at 7.00pm in the meeEng 
room at Holy Cross Presbytery) is for all the original “Embrace” 
group and for all Eucharis3c Ministers especially those who take 
Holy Communion out into the community. Do, please, make every 
effort to come along. 

HOLY CROSS ROTAS 
...for Readers and EucharisEc Ministers. New rotas are now availa-
ble for collecEon in the foyer. Thank you for all you do for your 
parish, and thank you to Mike for all his work on the rotas. 

RESURRECTION CHOIR of St PETERSBURG 
Thank you to all who came along to the amazing concert on Mon-
day evening last week. We look forward to welcoming them again 
next year—perhaps with a church-full to listen! 

OUTDOOR BENCH at St MARY’S 
Following a generous donation some time ago, we have now pur-
chased a new bench which will be securely sited on the grassed area 
between the car park and the front of the church, facing the church. 
It is of the same design as the existing bench in the car park, of stur-
dy construction and eco-friendly, being made entirely from recycled 
plastics. A sincere thank you to our anonymous donor. 

                 16th/17th November 2019  
This week we pray for: the people of the  
parish of Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Gregory, Farnworth,  and 
for Fr Gerard Kelly, their parish priest. We pray for their parish 
primary schools, for Mount St. Joseph’s College, and for the chap-
laincy to the Royal Bolton Hospital. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

                                                                                                                                                                                Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 18th November) 
Monday:   10.30am Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Victoria Roberts. May she rest in peace 
Tuesday:  No Mass today 
   10.00am Mothers’ Prayers prayer group for women at Holy Cross Presbytery 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members always welcome 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross Church followed by 9.15am Mass 
   3.45pm Children’s Choir rehearsal (Y3-Y7) for Christmas Eve at Holy Cross Church — See separate entry 
Thursday:  10.00am Mass at St Mary’s School with Y3&4. All welcome 
   7.00pm Embrace MeeEng at Holy Cross Presbytery. See separate entry 
Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy   

 11.00am Exposi3on of the Blessed Sacrament at St. Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
We are seeking more volunteers to help us run this valuable service at the 
11am Mass at Holy Cross. We would also like to be able to begin a similar 
service at St Mary’s, if suitable volunteers come forward. DBS checks will, 
of course, be required, but these will be funded by the Diocese. Thank you. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR for CHRISTMAS EVE 
Thank you to all those children who have already joined us and made 
a great start in our preparations for Christmas Eve. Rehearsals re-
sume this Wednesday (20th November, 3.45-4.45pm at Holy Cross 
Church), and we can still welcome new members, Y3-7. 

ALPHA COURSE 
We are hoping to run an Alpha course within the Parish which we 
believe will help us to obtain a deeper understanding of our faith. 
It will last for 11 consecuEve weeks.  If you are interested in  
helping to lead this course, please speak with Fr MarEn. 

USED STAMPS 
Thank you to all those who kindly collect used postage stamps in  
support of the Franciscan Missionaries’ mission work in Kenya. Sr Jenny 
has received £400 from the sale of the latest batch of stamps, which will 
go to Sr Bernadette Nealon’s work with street children in Kisumu. 


