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PASTORAL LETTER 
FOR THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 2020 

Jesus has been born into the brokenness of our world 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Because there have been such impressive initiatives in the  
parishes to build up communication during this time of pandemic 
and lockdown, I am confident that this letter will reach recipients 
throughout the Diocese. I have been aware of regular, even 
daily, messages from priests to their parish communities, 
weekly newsletters and live streaming of Masses and services 
and of personal connection with isolated and housebound 
members of our parishes. Sincere thanks to all those who have 
done so much to ensure that there have been such good levels 
of communication. I am writing now as we approach the close 
of the Church’s year and as we look forward to the beginning 
of the Season of Advent and our preparations for Christmas.  

I certainly do not want to dismiss the difficulties that so many 
people have had to face in these recent months, and the  
continuing challenges as this pandemic rolls on. And people 
have been so generous, in many and diverse ways, in caring for 
their neighbours. My thanks, also, for the great generosity and 
thoughtfulness shown to our priests during this time of two 
lockdowns, understanding the difficulties they have faced in 
adapting their ministry. Those thanks extend to the many  
volunteers who have ensured that our churches have been the 
safest places for indoor gatherings and allowed them to open 
once that initial lockdown was over. After this second lock-
down, I am sure we will open our churches safely again, when 
allowed to do so. While recognising all the difficulties, we have 
to ask what possibilities and opportunities are uniquely  
presented to us in our current situation? We must emerge from 
this pandemic with a sense of vision and with renewed  
priorities. Our Christmas celebrations will have to be different, 
but they can, and must, be important to us.  

I think it is true to say that Christmas has become increasingly 
secularised in recent years. The accent has been on presents, 
decorations, parties and family gatherings – all perfectly  
reasonable and good in themselves, but there has been  
almost no public and media mention of the Christmas Story 
which is the foundational reason for all this celebration. The 
crib is rarely seen in public places and we are not reminded of 
the gift of Christ’s birth and presence among us.  

This year we must celebrate Christmas in a different way. As-
suming that our churches will be open but still having a limited 
capacity, we will return to the ancient tradition of observing 
the Christmas Octave and I invite everyone, able to do so, to 
attend a Christmas Mass on at least one of the days during the 
Octave, from Christmas Eve through to New Year’s Day. Each 
parish will have its own arrangements for managing its  
capacity. During those days there are important Feasts which 
can be celebrated specifically in the light of Christmas. We will 
also provide some resources for the family at home, and  
resources for children. Can we connect more closely with the 
simplicity of Christmas and the importance of what God is  
saying to us in the birth of His Son?  

That First Christmas was the story of a family without home or 
security. God’s Son is born in a stable. A few shepherds, among 
the humblest of people of the day, are given the great privilege 
of being called to witness what is happening. I enjoy contem-
plating the simple crib setting with Mary and Joseph, shepherds 
and the ox and ass. There is a silent adoration of the new-born 
baby. There is no need for words. We have the wonder of  
silently gazing on the presence of God among us. There is surely 

a wonderful sense of hope and reassurance in that scene.  
This family then must become refugees and flee from the 
wrath of King Herod, into Egypt. God is uniting His new-born 
Son with the homeless, the rejected, the poor and the  
insecurity that surrounds so many people in our own generation. 
We need to remember the real Christmas Story if we are to 
truly celebrate its importance. And this year, when families 
cannot meet in large numbers, and Christmas must be very 
different – the invitation is there to remind ourselves of what 
this feast is really all about. Jesus has been born into the  
brokenness of our world. He comes to share our reality and to 
lead us in truth. As we celebrate Christmas this year, we have 
every reason to be confident that, out of the many  
difficulties and problems that face our world today, progress 
can be made in seeking justice and peace and care for our 
brothers and sisters and our common home.  
It is also a time to recognise, with thanks, all that we have and 
the good things that surround us; those qualities of life which 
everyone should enjoy.  
Looking beyond Christmas, into 2021, there will need to be a lot 
of careful consideration given to our ministry and programmes 
in the Diocese. We need to consider how best to provide the 
sacramental preparation for our young people, the ways of 
preparing people for reception into the Church, for those  
preparing for marriage. There is a need for more resources to 
help us in strengthening a spirituality of “Church at home”. It 
can be a time for all of us to reinforce and develop our  
personal faith. I have begun discussions about how we might 
most effectively provide for our present circumstances and I 
will hope to explain the arrangements early in the New Year. 
And our planning cannot just be about a catching up on things 
delayed and postponed in 2020. We must also be thinking 
and planning for our continuing journey as a Diocese – a 
“Journey to 2030” and beyond.  
Pope Francis is leading the Church – and speaking to the 
whole world – through these most difficult and challenging 
times. He is not afraid to warn us of the reality of Climate 
Change, to speak of our care for our brothers and sisters and 
our common home. He identifies the need for change from 
our localised thinking, to a sense of global encounter and  
dialogue. We face serious challenges, but Pope Francis always 
speaks with Hope. There is still time for us to change, to  
repair and to renew - and our prayer must be the foundation 
of all our actions, decisions and choices.  
In the sadness of these days, we remember especially those 
suffering from the virus, those who have died and those who 
have lost family members and friends in the pandemic. We 
also remember those whose own suffering or loss has been 
overshadowed by a focus on the pandemic. We give thanks 
for the commitment of so many in the Health Service and 
those who provide other essential services at this time. We 
pray for that resilience by which we will build a better world 
for all our brothers and sisters. We pray for one another and 
our journey together.  
May God bless you and keep you safe and well – assured  
always of His love.  
“Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey” 
         + John Arnold 

Bishop of Salford. 
You can listen to Bishop John reading this letter HERE. 

CHRISM MASS 
The annual Chrism Mass, which did not take place during the 
first lockdown, will now be celebrated by the Bishop at Salford  
Cathedral on Friday at 11.00am. You can join online, HERE. 

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://soundcloud.com/salford-diocese/bishop-johns-pastoral-letter-christ-the-king-2020
https://www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  Livestreamed only at 5.00pm 
Sunday Morning:   Recorded Mass from Holy Cross 
    available online. See details below 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

                 21st/22nd Nov 2020  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel and the Guardian  
Angels, Bury, and the parish of St Hilda, Tottington, with Father 
Paul Cannon, their parish priest. We pray for their parish primary 
schools. May they recognise the Lord in the ways they serve the 
least of their sisters and brothers. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE and CATHOLIC TIMES 
These are now available to order for home delivery, post free. 
Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820 5722. 
Special offer—£22.00 for 3 months, or £80.00 for 12 months. 

St MARY’S HEATING 
The works to replace the heating system at St Mary’s are now out 
to tender, with bids to be received by 9th December. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s donations in church  totalled £104. Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE to ORDER 
See our samples, prices and suggested payment methods HERE. 
Orders can be placed with the parish office, and will be delivered 
to you at home or, if necessary, sent out by post. If you would like 
to order HCPT Christmas Cards from Ellen, these are also now 
available from the parish office. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE and 
the “Lord’s Day at Home” leaflet to accompany Sunday Mass can 
be found HERE. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Friday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
   11.00am Chrism Mass from Salford Cathedral at www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass from Holy Cross, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of the recording  
 available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday Afternoon: 2.30-4.00pm Private Prayer time at Holy Cross, open to the public. 

We will keep St Mary’s Church closed for the time being, pending installation of the  
new heating system which is now out to tender. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kyle, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, 
Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, 
Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, 
Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs 
Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, 
Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, 
Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, 
Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, 
Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, 
Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Sister Regina, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Geoffrey Busby, Polly Fernandas, Sheila Walton, Robert 
Yates, Eric Welby, Eileen Johnson, Liam O’Neill. 
Anniversaries: Sonny Shannon, Lucy Kennedy (Birthday Anniversary), Liam 
Conlan, Charles Geeney, Kevin Smith (Birthday Anniversary), Ray Dixon. 
Remembrance: Helen Shannon, John and Mary Cromey, Patrick Cromey, 
Edna Smith, Kathleen Royle, George Boland, Ellen Teresa Foster, Joseph 
Killean Foster, Baby Grace Platt, Helps family, all the Faithful Departed. 
We also pray: for Sheila (Birthday wishes), for world peace, for an end to 
racism in all its forms and for our schools. We pray for world leaders, for 
God’s guidance and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all 
those suffering from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospi-
tal, nursing and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and 
for a number of special intentions.  

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/parishmembersarea/piety-shop
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look22November2020ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/6f00fe57-00cc-4b15-8b20-cb6eb4d630ad/LDAH_Christ_the_King_A_.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.churchservices.tv/salfordcathedral
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

