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JESUS CHRIST, OUR UNIVERSAL KING 

T oday will feel strange for many of us. With less Masses in our 
churches, we can expect greater numbers—and someone 

might inadvertently have taken your familiar seat. Please don’t be 
offended. There may be some from St Mary’s who feel the 9.30 
Mass is too early and go to Holy Cross instead, whilst some from 
Holy Cross may feel 11.00 is too late, and come to St Mary’s—or 
different groups may come to evening Mass who have not normal-
ly been in the evening before, or to morning Mass who have previ-
ously come along in the evening. And then, the people of St 
Ma9hew’s must surely feel unse9led, on this first Sunday since 
the closure of church they have loved for so long. Please make 
sure they are made welcome. And, in these slightly tense new 
beginnings, we celebrate the feast of Christ, the King. 

Maybe this is a good day to be in this posi<on. Whilst our aim is to 
become one parish and for each of us to feel comfortable and at 
home in each other’s company, we can never escape from our 
labels so easily. Some of us are “St Mary’s” folk. Some are “St 
Ma9hew’s.” Others are “Holy Cross” and others s<ll hold on to 
the label of old, and iden<fy themselves as “St Gilbert’s.” It is good 
to recognise our roots, and to give thanks to God for the place we 
have called “home.” But today reminds us of another home we 
share in common. Above every other label, we are one in belong-
ing to Christ Jesus our Lord and King. As we celebrate that univer-
sal belonging that allows us no division, let us invite Our Lord to 
reign over us and mould us into one. Then, with the strengths and 
gi s that have been nurtured within the parishes that raised us, 
we can truly come together and strengthen each other as that 
great family of God that collec<vely we represent—the Catholic 
community of Eccles and its surrounding districts, working ever 
more closely together in witness to the love of Christ, as his mis-
sionary disciples. Let us step forward, confidently, in Faith. 

CLOSURE of St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
Thank you to all those who joined us for the sad but hope filled 
celebration of thanksgiving and closure of St Matthew’s Church last 
Friday. Now, the people of St Matthew’s will be joining us at differ-
ent Masses—but they do not join as guests. We all value their com-
munity and the community spirit that has united them for so long. 
Now, just as they have been a part of the wider family of Holy 
Cross, St Matthew’s and St Gilbert’s since previous amalgamations, 
so too we welcome them as a part of our greater parish family, 
with St Mary’s. As we work together, may the strength of St Mat-
thew’s help us all grow stronger in our mission. 

HOW THE NEW MASS TIMES WORK 
We should not normally have both Saturday evening and Sunday 
evening Mass in the same parish, but given the pastoral need ex-
pressed in the consultation, the Bishop has kindly allowed it. One 
priest cannot regularly commit to saying four Sunday Masses, so we 
are most grateful to Fr Patrick Poku and his Spiritan Community 
who have made the four Masses possible. They will help us on a 
rolling programme so that at each new Mass time, Fr Martin will 
celebrate three Masses out of every four. This week, Fr Patrick is 
officiating at the Saturday evening Mass. Next week he will be at 
the 9.30am at St Mary’s, then the following week at the 11.00am at 
Holy Cross, and on the fourth week at the Sunday evening Mass, 
before the cycle begins again. Soon, let us hope and pray that the 
new times become comfortable and “ordinary” again.  

Here’s another reminder of the times themselves: 

 Saturday evening   6.15pm at Holy Cross 
 Sunday morning   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 
 Sunday evening   6.15pm at St Mary’s 
The statement is still available online which explains how these 
times were reached. 

PARISH MINIBUS RUNS 
The minibus will continue to provide lifts to Sunday morning Mass 
at Holy Cross—but if there are now more people who would like to 
be picked up, please contact the parish office. Sadly we do not 
have sufficient volunteer drivers to offer lifts to any other Mass, 
but we will be happy to consider extending the runs wherever nec-
essary in our parishes. No additional names have yet been put for-
ward, but the offer remains open and can be taken up at any time. 

PARISH NAME CONSULTATION—VOTE TODAY! 
Thank you to all those who contributed sugges<ons to the Parish 
Name Consulta<on. We received a great many sugges<ons—too 
many to put to the whole parish—so a group of representa<ves 
from each of the four original parishes was brought together on 
Friday to shortlist a selec<on from your sugges<ons. At all Masses 
this weekend we will hold a simple vote on all shortlisted name 
choices, and the result of this vote will be given to the Bishop, 
who will make the final decision. Please remember:  

• St Mary’s Church will still be called St Mary’s. 
• Holy Cross Church will still be called Holy Cross. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec:on: Holy Cross, St Matthew’s & St Gilbert’s: See print version 
  St Mary’s    See print version 
  Re<red Clergy Fund (Total):  See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  No re<ring collec<on this week 
Next week:  Catholic Youth Service (deferred from this week) 

• New to one of the parishes? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar<n, a er Mass or at any convenient <me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Albert, Alan, John, John, Malcolm, Betty, Evelyn, Eliza-
beth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, 
Eunice, Charlotte, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, 
Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, 
Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Philomena, Sister 
Olivia, Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Rob-
ert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Martin and 
Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec and Maureen, 
Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Sr Cecily, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, 
David, Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, 
Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, 
Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Deb-
bie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis, Maureen, John-
ny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Ber-
nard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Vincent Fernandez, Brenda McDonald, Emily (age 
8, tragically killed on the road in Monton), Christopher Peter 
Fanning, Marie Anna Mazeika, David Regan, Colin Hornsby, Jean 
Enright, Alfie Worthington. 

Anniversaries: Paula McLernon-Wilson, Charles Geeney, Frances 
and Michael Lavin, Cecelia Jackson, Hilda Mary and Frederick 
Blohm, Mary Gribbin, Bill Richardson, Mr & Mrs Shelton, Mr & 
Mrs Jamison, Mr & Mrs Coulter, Jack Fagan, Maurice Fagan, El-
len Maksymowicz. 

Remembrance: Agnes Geeney, Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, Pat-
rick Cromey, Edna Smith. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey, Sonny Shannon (100th Birthday), 
Fusilier George Flatley, in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restruc-
turing of our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, 
nursing and residential homes, and for a number of special in-
tentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar<n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar<n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other <mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro    
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 26th November) 

Monday:   11.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Tuesday:   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey and Fr Martin, followed by a short meeting to discuss weekday Mass times 
   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal at Holy Cross Church. New members always welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi:on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 

Thursday:  1.30pm Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Marie Anna Mazeika. May she rest in peace 
   7.00pm Hope in the Future Meeting in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross. All group members please join us! 
Friday:  6.30pm Exposi:on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi:on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

BAPTISMS 
May God bless Elliot, Ava, Karol, Shaun, Macie and Millie who were 
baptised at Holy Cross on 18th November. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS DISCO 
We are holding a disco in Holy Cross Community Hall next Sunday (2nd 
December), from 3-5pm. The cost will be £3 per child (which includes a 
gift from Santa Claus), and tickets are now available. All children must 
be accompanied by an adult (over 18) but adult places are free. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
By popular request, there will be a Christmas Bingo evening at Holy 
Cross Community Hall on Sunday 16th December, from 6-8pm. 

Our Altar Servers will now, in many cases, be attending different Mass-
es, so it is important that we do not say to any of them “We don’t 
need you here because things are done differently.” On Wednesday 
week (5th December) at 7.00pm there will be a meeting at St Mary’s 
for all who already serve there, and for those who now wish to join 
them, so that we can begin to bring together the styles of Altar Service 
and be fully inclusive. Any newcomers who would like to join for the 
first time and become servers at St Mary’s, are also welcome to at-
tend. This is open to any children (boys or girls) who have already 
received first Holy Communion and who attend Mass regularly. 

St MARY’S CHRISTMAS FAIR 
A sincere thank you to all who organised and supported the Fair in 
any way. We will let you know next week how much was raised. 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTMAS DRAW 
The Draw takes place at around 12.30pm today (Sunday, a er 
morning Mass) in Holy Cross Community Hall. 

ROYAL ANTEDILUVIAN ORDER of BUFFALOES 
So far, the Charity Night organised by the Buffaloes has raised £2,050 
towards their chosen charity which has been, for this year, helping us with 
the upkeep of our parish minibus. Our sincere thanks to John for promot-
ing  this. He, too, would like to thank all those who supported them in any 
way last Saturday, contributing to the great success of the event.  

                     24th/25th November 2018   
This week we pray for: 
• The parishes of St. Mary, St. Mark and St.  

Charles, Swinton, with Mgr. Smith and Fr. Landers. 
• The Franciscan Missionaries of St. Joseph. 
• The chaplaincy of Forest Bank Prison. 
• The parish primary schools and St. Ambrose Barlow High 

School. 

ESTABLISHING NEW WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
On Thursday 8th November, we held a short, informal meeting after 
morning Mass at St Matthew’s to discuss future weekday Mass times for 
when we have only one priest. It has not, as yet, been possible to have 
the same conversation with those normally attending weekday Masses 
at St Mary’s. On Tuesday of this week therefore, Fr Martin and Fr Livesey 
will concelebrate the 12 noon Mass, and everyone is invited to a short, 
informal meeting afterwards to ensure the wishes of both parishes are 
considered as new times are prepared. (Weekday Masses will always be 
subject to change in the event of funerals or school Masses).  

With ministers now coming to different Masses, we need to establish 
new rotas to assist with Holy Communion on each occasion. To help us 
prepare, there will be a meeting for all Eucharistic ministers (from both 
our parishes) at St Mary’s Church on Tuesday week (4th December) at 
7pm. Before then, one day this week, we will hold a separate meeting 
for those who have been involved in drawing up rotas at all three 
churches, so that we are careful to be working together at every stage. 

COMMUNION to the SICK at St MARY’S 
Thank you to the ministers, experienced and new, from both parishes 
who are now beginning to make contact with those they will be visit-
ing (or who have already made their initial visit). 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Today (Sunday 25th November), a er the 11.00am Mass at 

Holy Cross in the Community Hall, Holy Cross Christmas Draw. 
• Thursday 6th December, 12noon-3pm, Christmas Dinner at 

Boysnope Restaurant (now “The Clubhouse”). Tickets £16. 
Money will be collected a er Mass at Holy Cross. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 


