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WAITING... 

A  new Church year begins. Our cycle of Scripture comes full 
circle as once again we listen to the prophet Isaiah calling on 

God for salvation, and calling on God's people to return to his 
ways, to be faithful to his love, and to wait, in hope, for his coming. 
Our word, “Advent,” (from the Latin “Adventus”—a coming or 
arrival) is all about God's coming. But let us not jump forwards 
too quickly, rushing to celebrate God's arrival without considering 
first the time of preparation, that “waiting” which is so important. 

Some people find it strange that we Christians come time and 
again to the same festivals and treat them all like something new. 
Most people do the same, of course, with birthdays and other 
anniversaries, but it is true that we add another dimension—
come Christmas we are not simply celebrating a 2,000-year-old 
birthday, but rather we are praying for the renewal of a real 
presence in our hearts of the one who was born. (As later on at 
Easter, we will pray for the resurrection to be something real and 
tangible in our hearts and lives too). It never gets “old” because 
we bring something new to it all every year. We bring another 
year’s life-experience, another list of joys and sorrows which have 
changed, not the story we commemorate, but us. At Christmas 
we will call upon the Christ-child to be born anew, with healing 
and hope, into everything which has affected the person we have 
become and all that we have experienced in the past year. 

And what a year of experience this has been! Let us use this  
Advent season to reflect upon and, by God’s Grace, to try to 
make sense of the effect the past year has had upon us, upon our 
loved ones and upon our world. Let us reflect on presence of 

God’s love which we have witnessed and experienced in the selfless 
dedication of so many NHS, care home and other key workers 
since all of this began. Let us pray for the perception to recognise 
where God is calling us, so that we can contribute to everything 
that is positive, everything that is wholesome and life-giving in 
these times. For then we will surely be better placed to experience 
the reality of Christmas—the time when love was born from  
heaven and God gave us all we need to change our world for good.  

END OF THE LOCKDOWN 
On Wednesday of this week we move from the second national 
lockdown into another period of “Tier 3” restrictions, and it is 
good that we can once more reopen our Masses/Services to the 
public. Pending the renewal of the heating system at St Mary’s 
we will only be opening Holy Cross church at this stage—we 
hope this will not cause too much distress, but we are very  
conscious that some people who are most vulnerable to the  
virus and also most at risk from the cold will feel a misplaced 
obligation to come to the church if it is open, and we therefore 
feel it is safest to keep St Mary’s closed until the heating is  
installed. Then, with the experience of our previous public Masses 
to draw upon, it seems we can bring forward the later Sunday 
Mass from 11.30 to 11.15am.  We can be confident, then, that it 
will not go on any later that our original 11.00am Mass would 
have done, as many aspects of the celebration must be shortened 
to reduce the length of time you are kept inside the building. 
As we reopen for public worship beginning with the 10.00am 
Mass on Wednesday (2nd December), we extend once more 
our sincere thanks to all our stewards who diligent efforts 
make it possible for us to open safely. 
Especially in view of the Tier 3 restrictions, please be aware of 
the following. (There are no changes as such, but some things 
always benefit from a gentle reminder!) 
• Please be guided by the stewards who are asked to fill the 

church from the front. At the end of Mass they will empty 
the church from the back. 

• Please do not engage in conversation with anyone outside 
of your household/support bubble whilst inside church or in 
the church grounds. 

• Please do not ask the stewards to take anything from you. If 
you have anything to hand in, please leave it in the basket 
provided or push it through the letterbox at Holy Cross. 
(There is a green letterbox by the church door if you prefer 
not to walk to the presbytery). * 

• If you wish to light a candle, please signal to a steward after 
Mass (not before), and they will light it for you. * 

All of this is to prevent anything—papers, money, candle-
lighters etc—being handed from one person to another, which 
would pose a danger of transmission of the virus. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in all the 
protocols which are in place to keep you safe, along with the 
stewards, and all of our parish family. Please check the  
Coronavirus Page of our website for fuller details. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
This has unfortunately had to be cancelled because of the  
restrictions, but something will be arranged at a later date. 

PARISH ADVENT CHALLENGE   
Not exactly a “challenge” this year, because we recognise that so 
many of our own parishioners are experiencing financial hardship 
because of the effects of the pandemic and we do not wish to 
pressure anyone. However, for those who are able and wish to 
support CAFOD’s World Gifts initiative in the way we usually do, 
we will collect towards the various “Gifts of Water” that provide 
such vital support for communities in the developing world. 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kyle, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, 
Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de 
Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, 
Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, 
Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr 
Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister 
Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, 
Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, 
John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, 
Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Marga-
ret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, 
Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, 
Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, 
Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, 
Nicola, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Arthur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Geoffrey Busby, Polly Fernandas, Sheila Walton, Robert 
Yates, Eric Welby (Funeral on Wednesday), Eileen Johnson, Liam O’Neill. 
Anniversaries: Norman Reed, Molly and George Blinkhorn, Sonny 
Shannon, Lucy Kennedy (Birthday Anniversary), Liam Conlan, Charles 
Geeney, Kevin Smith (Birthday Anniversary), Ray Dixon, Fred Arden 
(100th Birthday Anniversary), Jack Fagan. 

Remembrance: Kevin Martin Smith, Paula McLernon Wilson, Austin 
and Doris Smith, Edward Davenport, Helen Shannon, John and Mary 
Cromey, Patrick Cromey, Edna Smith, Kathleen Royle, George Boland, 
Ellen Teresa Foster, Joseph Killean Foster, Baby Grace Platt, Helps fami-
ly, all the Faithful Departed. 

We also pray: for Anthony (80th Birthday), Sheila (Birthday wishes), for 
world peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our schools. 
We pray for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout 
the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/coronavirus
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  Livestreamed only at 5.00pm 
Sunday Morning:   Recorded Mass from Holy Cross 
    available online. See details below 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We will soon be announcing details of our proposed Masses for 
Christmas, in line with the Bishop’s pastoral letter last week in 
which he commends to us the ancient practice of celebrating 
the Christmas Octave—8 days on which equally we can  
celebrate Christmas. To avoid overcrowding we will implement 
a booking system, and would therefore ask you to be considering 
the following request in advance: Please, as far as possible, 
arrange for family bubbles to plan to be together at the same 
Mass, as this will greatly increase our capacity compared with 
the same individuals attending different Masses. (Please note 
that the Government’s “Christmas Bubble” arrangement for up 
to three households will be allowed to sit together in church).  

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
A video from Fr Martin for the children’s preparation can now 
be viewed HERE (and is being shown in our primary schools). 
We will be in touch with families later this week with some 
proposals for the First Communion Masses. 

BAPTISMS 
We continue to invite online applications for Baptism HERE, 
and Sister Jenny will shortly resume making contact with  
families as we hope once again to be able to offer the  
Sacrament  (with very limited numbers present) very soon. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s donations in church  totalled £233. Thank you. 

                 28th/29th Nov 2020  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of Our Lady of Grace, Prestwich, for Mgr John 
Allen, their parish priest, and for Fr Tony Dearman. We pray 
for their parish primary school and St. Monica’s High School, 
for the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion and for the patients, staff 
and chaplaincy at Prestwich Hospital. May they wait in hope 
for the Coming of the Lord. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

St MARY’S HEATING 
The works to replace the heating system at St Mary’s are now 
out to tender, with bids to be received by 9th December. We 
will keep you informed. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE to ORDER 
See our samples, prices and suggested payment methods 
HERE. Orders can be placed with the parish office, and will be 
delivered to you at home or, if necessary, sent out by post. If 
you would like to order HCPT Christmas Cards from Ellen, these 
are also now available from the parish office. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” leaflet to accompany Sunday 
Mass can be found HERE. 

Calendar for This Week — Church opening marked in Red 
We stream all weekday Masses on our Facebook Live page, on YouTube Live and directly on our Live webpage 
Monday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. 
Tuesday: 10.00am Mass livestreamed from Holy Cross. Holy Cross Church open for private prayer from 3.30-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Thursday: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. 
Friday: 7.00pm Mass at Holy Cross open to the public. Holy Cross Church also open for private prayer from 6.00-7.00pm 
Saturday (daytime) We will stream 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by 12 noon Mass 
Saturday (evening): 5.00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Cross open to the public, also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of 
 the recording available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am Sunday morning. 
Sunday (Morning): 9.30am and 11.15am Masses at Holy Cross, open to the public. 
Sunday (Afternoon): 2.30-4.00pm 15 minute Advent Service at Holy Cross followed by Private Prayer time, open to the public. 

We will keep St Mary’s Church closed for the time being, pending installation of the  
new heating system which is now moving forward. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/47-ChristTheKingA%202020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DkjnHkT2kw
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/P778K76k8e88g0c3CiUdXodu0
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/parishmembersarea/piety-shop
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look29November2020ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/8f876d1f-59b5-45da-a565-2135281bf0aa/LDAH_Advent_1_B_.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/live_videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg/videos?view=2&flow=grid
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

