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ADVENT SUNDAY 
A ll around us, following on unstoppably from Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday, the message from the retail industry will grow 
stronger day by day: Christmas is here! And it is all about money, 
gi�s and par3es. "Make the most of it!" un3l it all ends on 25th 
December, just in 3me for the January sales. Why wait? Spend! 
Enjoy! Feast! A�er all, life's too short to wait. And wai3ng's not 
fashionable anyway – with Instant Messaging, Facebook posts, 
next-day delivery on our orders – there's no need to wait in our 
modern world. And when we've had enough of one thing, we can 
just move on to something else. It's that easy! 

But should Advent really be such a superficial 3me? Should our 
lives be nothing more than a constant move from one instant pur-
suit of sa3sfac3on to another, never pausing for long enough to 
discover what we really need, to learn who we really are, to seek 
inner peace or to hear and respond to the call of our God? 

It cannot be coincidence that many of the happiest people in our 
world also lead the simplest of lives. They find satisfaction in the 
people around them, and in what they already have, without con-
stantly seeking more. There is something especially rewarding for 
those who grow their own food – who look after their gardens and 
wait for nature to work. And there seems to be more joy in welcom-
ing a loved one who has been long awaited, than in meeting those 
we take so readily for granted. Waiting gives us time to reflect, time 
to discover the full meaning and significance of that which we seek. 
It gives us time to prepare, to understand, to be at peace. 

Our Advent should be a time like that. Not a time of penance, or of 
sorrow that we do not already have all that we want, but a joyful 
looking forward to the promises of the one who is to come. And for 
now, the coming we await is that mystery of our Faith – that the 
God who lived among us in the person of Christ will, in great power 
and majesty, come again and turn all things to good. For all his 
faithful he will come and fulfil our deepest longings. He will be our 
peace, and our salvation, but not hurriedly. We all need time to 

receive his Word and to be moulded by it, little by little. But he will 
come, of that we can be confident. And this first part of Advent is 
all about our joyful anticipation of Our Lord's second coming. 
St Luke, in today's Gospel, reminds us, his hearers of the need to 
be awake – not to live our lives as though our mee3ng with the 
Lord were a dream aeons away. Not to carry on "doing our own 
thing" un3l tomorrow, and all the tomorrows that follow, but to 
invite him to mould our lives today, so that we are always awake 
to his love with the strength to face every trial through his healing 
Grace. Come, Lord Jesus – and stay with on our journey. 

*** PARISH ADVENT CHALLENGE! *** 
Copies of the CAFOD “World Gifts” catalogue for Christmas are availa-
ble as you leave church today—an alternative idea for Christmas 
where, instead of giving someone a gift they do not need, you send a 
valuable gift to the developing world on their behalf, and give them a 
card to let them know. BUT: WHAT CAN WE DO AS A PARISH? Last 
year, Holy Cross, St Matthew’s and St Gilbert’s aimed to raise £750 to 
provide a village water supply—and actually achieved a wonderful 
£1,646. Now, of course, we have two parishes—so the challenge for 
this year, set at the “Hope in the Future” meeting last week: Can we 
raise £2,250 for three village water supplies? Are we up for it?? 

PARISH NAME CONSULTATION 
The vo3ng last weekend was quite close! These were the results: 

Our Lady of Hope: 111 votes 
St Francis of Assisi 103 votes 
St Patrick    91 votes 
Christ the Redeemer   77 votes 
St John Paul II    52 votes 

This full result has been forwarded to the Bishop, and we await his 
decision! Do, please remember:  

• St Mary’s Church will still be called St Mary’s. 
• Holy Cross Church will still be called Holy Cross. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
The Polish heritage group that we hope will make good use of the 
church building at St Matthew’s is currently working with the dio-
cese and awaiting a formal contract. Several items from the church 
will, as discussed at the meeting on 23rd October, transfer to our 
other churches or to the schools, and you will be kept informed of 
progress. In the meantime, please be vigilant—if you are passing 
the church and see anything suspicious do, please, let the parish 
office know (or the police if it is a matter of urgency). 

NEW MASS TIMES 
Thank you to you all for the general acceptance of the new Satur-
day evening and Sunday Mass times which began last weekend—no
-one’s ideal (or at least very few people’s) but a compromise which 
looks as though it should work. 
Following informal meetings on 8th and 27th November, we have 
now established new “normal” times as well for weekday Masses, 
with three Service times during the week at each church. They will 
vary because of funerals and school Masses, and for the present 
there will continue to be additional Masses whilst Fr Livesey is still 
with us waiting for his new home to become available. (To avoid 
confusion the new times are not printed here, as the weekday cal-
endar for this week is quite different). 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec7on: Holy Cross, St Matthew’s & St Gilbert’s: See print version 
  St Mary’s    See print version 
  Christmas Fair   See print version 
  Christmas Draw   See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week:  Catholic Youth Service (deferred from last week) 
Next week:  No re3ring collec3on—but see Advent Challenge! 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar3n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 3me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: James, Albert, Alan, John, John, Malcolm, Betty, Eve-
lyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, 
Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Charlotte, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Cha-
mari, Jean, Sheila, Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, 
Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, 
Philomena, Sister Olivia, Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Elea-
nor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Mela-
nie, Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, 
Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Sr Cecily, Caroline, 
Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, 
Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, 
Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Mar-
garet, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, 
Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister, Nijole, Jo-
sie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Jack Ryan (Fr Michael Ryan’s father), Brian Al-
derd, Sean Daly, Eileen Martha Cruise, Vincent Fernandez, 
Brenda McDonald, Emily (age 8, tragically killed on the road in 
Monton), Christopher Peter Fanning, Marie Anna Mazeika, 
David Regan, Colin Hornsby. 

Anniversaries: Norman Reed, Mary Smith, Alexander Iddon, 
Paula McLernon-Wilson, Charles Geeney, Frances and Michael 
Lavin, Cecelia Jackson, Hilda Mary and Frederick Blohm, Mary 
Gribbin, Bill Richardson, Mr & Mrs Shelton, Mr & Mrs Jamison, 
Mr & Mrs Coulter. 

Remembrance: Agnes Geeney, Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, 
Patrick cromey, Edna Smith. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey, Sonny (100th Birthday), Fusilier 
George, in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the people of 
Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the restructuring of 
our diocese, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar3n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar3n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 3mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 3rd December) 
Monday:   11.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
Tuesday:   9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   11.30am Funeral Service at Holy Cross (with Fr Livesey) for the late Brenda McDonald. May she rest in peace 

   7.00pm Mee3ng for all Eucharis3c Ministers at St Mary’s Church 
Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   7.00pm Mee3ng for Altar Servers at St Mary’s Church 
Thursday:  12 noon Mass at St Mary’s 
   2.00pm Prayer Mee3ng at St Gilbert’s Presbytery 

   7.00pm Choir Rehearsal for Christmas at Holy Cross Church—new singers and instrumentalists welcome! 
Friday:  12 noon Funeral Mass at St Mary’s (with Fr Livesey) for the late Brian Alderd. May he rest in peace 
   2.00pm-4.00pm “Christmas Café” at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School. See separate entry below—All welcome! 
   6.30pm Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

With ministers now coming to different Masses, we need to establish 
new rotas to assist with Holy Communion on each occasion. To help us 
prepare, there will be a meeting for all Eucharistic ministers (from both 
our parishes) at St Mary’s Church this Tuesday at 7pm. 

HELP NEEDED, PLEASE, at BAPTISMS 
In recent years, Baptisms at Holy Cross have taken place after Mass 
on the third Sunday of the month (except during Lent and in Decem-
ber). However, in order to maintain Baptisms now at both Holy Cross 
and St Mary’s, a new arrangement on a four-week cycle has been 
made to fit in with the rolling programme of Mass cover from Fr Pat-
rick and the Spiritans. Baptisms will be as announced and, a fortnight 
beforehand, families will attend a special “Rite of Welcome” at Mass. 
We need more volunteers to support with Baptisms—especially at 
St Mary’s. Please speak to Fr Martin or Sister Jenny. Thank you. 

PARISH MINIBUS RUNS to MASS 
The minibus continues to provide lifts to Sunday morning Mass at 
Holy Cross—but if there are now more people who would like to 
be picked up, please contact the parish office. Sadly we do not 
have sufficient volunteer drivers to offer lifts to any other Mass, 
but we will be happy to consider extending the runs wherever nec-
essary in our parishes. No additional names have yet been put for-
ward, but the offer remains open and can be taken up at any time. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS DISCO 
...today (Sunday), from 3-5pm. ALL TICKETS ARE NOW SOLD OUT. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult (over 18) but adult places are free. 

                      1st/2nd December 2018   
This week we pray for: 
• The parish of St Cuthbert, Withington, with Fr. 

Curley. 
• The parish of the Holy Spirit, East Manchester, with the Spiritans. 
• The Manchester L’Arche Community. 
• The Chris3e Hospital. 
• The parish primary schools. 

PRAYER MEETINGS at St GILBERT’S PRESBYTERY 
Thank you for being so patient whilst the building work was being done 
at St Gilbert’s Church and Presbytery. Prayer meetings will resume this 
Thursday (6th December) at 2.00pm, and continue on the first Thursday 
of each month. Sister Jenny looks forward to welcoming you.  
CHRISTMAS CAFÉ at HOLY CROSS & ALL SAINTS 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
By popular request, there will be a Christmas Bingo evening at Holy 
Cross Community Hall on Sunday 16th December, from 6-8pm. 

St MARY’S CHRISTMAS FAIR 
A sincere thank you to all who organised and supported the Fair in 
any way. It was wonderful to see so many members of each parish 
working together for what proved to be such a successful event. See 
print version for the total raised. Please check the list at the back of 
church for raffle results as not all prizes have been claimed, and 
some tickets do not have any contact details provided. 

HOLY CROSS CHRISTMAS DRAW 
Thank you also to all those who organised and supported the 
Christmas Draw at Holy Cross. See print version for the total 
raised. The prize list can be found at the back of church. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 6th DECEMBER 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 


