
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 3 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

GAUDETE SUNDAY 
R ejoice! Soon our Saviour will be with us! That is the meaning of 

the old name for this third Sunday of Advent, as the rose col-
oured candle is lit on our Advent Wreath. "Rejoice!" is the mes-
sage of the readings we hear today:  Zephaniah: "Rejoice with all 
your heart!" - the Psalmist: "People of Zion sing and shout for 
joy!" - St Paul: "I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord!" 
and John the Bap9st announcing the "Good News" of the coming 
of the Messiah, for all to hear. 
But can we simply decide to rejoice? Can those amongst us who 
have lost loved ones, been diagnosed with serious illness (or 
heard such a diagnosis for someone close), or encountered any 
other form of human tragedy, be expected to find it in their hearts 
to rejoice? Can hospice pa9ents, or their families and friends, re-
joice when they find themselves coming face to face with death? 
Can we really be expected to 'turn on' our spirit of joy as the 
Christmas season approaches, simply because the 9me of year has 
come around again? 
The reality is, worldly joy is not something we can choose to feel 
at will, and if the only joy we have to share is that 'worldly' kind, 
our message will be nothing but irrelevant nonsense to the realists 
of our age. They will say that Chris9anity is just trying to fool peo-
ple into thinking things are beBer than they are. But this is not the 
joy we proclaim. 
Let us look again at some of our scripture writers - Zephaniah 
spoke his message to a people dispossessed of their land, their 
homes and (like the people of St MaBhew’s) their places of wor-
ship. They thought the Lord had abandoned them. St Paul was no 
stranger to persecu9on and suffering - he had le� behind the se-
cure path of the ancient Law to set himself at odds with the au-
thori9es, and his hearers too faced ridicule and misunderstanding 
as they tried to conform to the ways of the Gospel. Paul, like John 
the Bap9st, would one day give his life for the 'joy' he worked so 
hard to share. For them, joy was not lost through suffering and 

uncertainty - it was strengthened. And such is the heart of all 
Chris9an rejoicing. 

For the Chris9an, true joy is in the certainty of Christ's power to 
heal and to save, in spite of ourselves and in spite of our troubles. 
True joy does not depend on geEng our own way, but on praying 
"Thy Will be done" and knowing, deep in our heart, that God's Will 
is good. 

And this is a joy that is always realis9c, whatever the circumstanc-
es we face. So let us pray for the Grace to put our trust in the 
goodness of God's Will, and find it in our hearts always to rejoice.  

*** PARISH ADVENT CHALLENGE! *** 
Copies of the CAFOD “World Gifts” catalogue for Christmas are still 
available as you leave church—an alternative idea for Christmas 
where, instead of giving someone a gift they do not need, you send a 
valuable gift to the developing world on their behalf, and give them a 
card to let them know. AND, AS A PARISH? Last year, Holy Cross, St 
Matthew’s and St Gilbert’s aimed to raise £750 to provide a village 
water supply—and actually achieved a wonderful £1,646. Now, of 
course, our new parish is much larger—so the challenge for this year, 
set by our “Hope in the Future” Committee: Can we raise £2,250 for 
three village water supplies? Are we up for it?? The start seems to 
have been a little slow, but let’s see what we can achieve in these lat-
ter stages of Advent. 

NEW PARISH NAME 
We s9ll haven’t got round to answering the phone with the new 
parish name of St John Paul II—but it will start to happen soon! 
May the prayers of this great Pope support us as we work towards 
becoming one in Christ, and uni9ng our communi9es without sac-
rificing anything of the strengths of each. 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
The Polish heritage group that we hope will make good use of the 
church building at St Matthew’s is meeting this week with the dio-
cese in expectation of a formal contract. Several items from the 
church have now, as discussed at the meeting on 23rd October, 
been transferred to our schools: Our Lady statue to Holy Cross and 
All Saints, St Joseph statue and Crib to St Gilbert’s, Stations of the 
Cross to St Mary’s. Some books have also been transferred to St 
Mary’s Church, the Altar has been switched with Our Lady’s Altar 
at Holy Cross, and many other items have now been transferred to 
Holy Cross until we establish where they are most needed. Thank 
you to all the parishioners who assisted at St Matthew’s during the 
week. We know it is not easy to be clearing out the church to 
which you have belonged for so long. Everyone will be kept in-
formed of progress. In the meantime, please be vigilant—if you are 
passing the church and see anything suspicious do, please, let the 
parish office know (or the police if it is a matter of urgency). 

Thank you to the large number of Ministers who attended the meeting. 
New rotas will soon be produced, and we are confident that all Masses 
can be fully served and no volunteers be left out. Any Ministers who 
could not attend, please collect a booklet from Fr Martin.  

Thank you also to all the parish Readers who attended the meeting at 
St Mary’s last week. New rotas will soon be produced, and once again 
we are confident that all Masses can be fully served and no volunteers 
be left out. Any Readers who could not attend the meeting, please 
collect a booklet from Fr Martin. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 
                                   

OFFERTORY 
Collec7on: 8th/9th December:   See print version 
  Advent Challenge:   See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re7ring collec7on this week or next... 

...but the Advent Challenge goes on! 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar9n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 9me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Catherine, James, Albert, Alan, John, John, Mal-
colm, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, Anne, 
Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Charlotte, Bil-
ly, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, Monica, Joan, 
Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, 
Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Philomena, Sister Olivia, 
Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Rob-
ert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Melanie, Bernard, Mar-
tin and Bridget and family, Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, 
Glenes, Mary, Stephen, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, 
Angela, Jackie, Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, 
Rosa, John, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, 
Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, 
Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Marga-
ret, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, 
Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, 
Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin. 

Lately Dead: Bertha d’Costa, Eric Walker, Ann (McDermott) 
Richards, Jack Ryan (Fr Michael Ryan’s father), Brian Al-
dred, Sean Daly, Eileen Martha Cruise, Vincent Fernandez, 
Brenda McDonald. 

Anniversaries: Bridget Gannon, Seamus Gannon, Bridget 
Tierney, Mary Jo Conway, Roy Hall, Thomas Stanley Dickin-
son, Patrocinio Gigante, Honoria McTigue, Norman Reed, 
Mary Smith, Alexander Iddon, Paula McLernon-Wilson, 
Charles Geeney. 

Remembrance: Winnie and Patrick Roddy, Carrie Tucker, 
Pelosi family, Agnes Geeney, Ann Geeney, Marie Payne, 
Patrick cromey, Edna Smith. 

We also pray: for Fr Livesey, in thanksgiving, for world 
peace, for the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop 
John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar9n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar9n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 9mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

                                                                                                                                                        Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 17th December) 

Monday:   11.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   6.00pm Holy Cross and All Saints’ School Junior Carol Concert in Holy Cross Church. All welcome! 
Tuesday:   9.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   2.00pm Advent Mass at St Gilbert’s School. All welcome 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
   Also 12 noon Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey 
   6.00pm St Gilbert’s School Advent Carol Service in Holy Cross Church. All welcome! 
Thursday:  9.30am Advent Mass at Holy Cross and All Saints’ School. All welcome 
   12.15pm Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Eric Walker. May he rest in peace 
Friday:  10.00am Whole School Mass at St Mary’s Church. All welcome 
   6.30pm Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
   7.30pm Choir Rehearsal for Christmas at Holy Cross Church—new singers and instrumentalists welcome! 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi7on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

It has come to our aBen9on that there are some people really 
struggling to make their own way to the 11.00am Mass at Holy 
Cross on Sundays. The parish minibus is here to assist you—you 
only need to ask and our drivers are more than willing to help out. 
Please speak to Sister Jenny, Fr Mar9n or Marie in the Parish 
Office.  

ADVANCE NOTICE—BISHOP’S VISITATION 
Bishop John will be visiting our parish of St John Paul II on the week-
end of 5th/6th January, and will most probably be at all Masses. He 
will also wish to meet, informally, with our parish committees and 
other groups whilst he is here. We look forward to welcoming him 
in happier times than his recent visit on the sad occasion of the clo-
sure of St Matthew’s. 

Christmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass TimesChristmas Mass Times    
On Christmas Eve there will be evening Mass in each church beginning 
with a family celebration at Holy Cross, and there will also be a Christ-
mas morning Mass in each church (with Fr Dermot Byrne MHM offici-
ating at one of these). The times will be as follows: 

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve    
5.30pm at Holy Cross  Vigil of Readings and Carols followed by
    First Mass of Christmas 
    

 
    (This is a family celebration with chil- 
    dren from all three primary schools) 
9.00pm at St Mary’s  Christmas Mass 

Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day    
9.30am at St Mary’s  Christmas Morning Mass 
11.00am at Holy Cross  Christmas Morning Mass

                      15th/16th December 2018   
This week we pray for: 

• The parish of St. Mary, Horwich, with Mgr Daly   
and Fr. Howard. 

• The parish of St. Patrick with St. Mary, Oldham, with Fr. Sumner . 
• The parish primary schools and St. Joseph’s High School. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
By popular request, there will be a Christmas Bingo evening at 
Holy Cross Community Hall today (Sunday). Eyes down at 6pm, £1 
entrance. All most welcome from both sides of the parish—let’s 
con9nue to build our sense of Community! 

CHRISTMAS CAFÉS 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 
The website will soon be “rebranded” under the new parish name of St 
John Paul II. The amalgamation pages will then be taken down, and up-
dates will be expedited to ensure both sides of the parish are fully re-
flected in the site. Comments are, as always, most welcome.

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 


