
CATHOLIC PARISH of ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 
4th  

Sunday  
of  

Advent 
Morning 
Prayer  
Week 4 

 

 

MARY’S ANSWER 

T he time is almost upon us. Our journey to Christmas might 
be different from anything we have experienced before—

our expectations of the Holy Season in terms of our festive  
gatherings and family intimacy might seem all but lost to the 
unseen enemy, a virus that threatens every human meeting—
but Christmas is not cancelled. The love of God will still visit his 
people and fill with his Grace hearts that are open, eyes that 
are willing to see, minds that are focused through prayer on 
the coming of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Maybe even, stripped 
of something of the secular baggage that usually takes such 
centre-stage, we might even discover anew something of the 
spirit of the first Christmas, when God was born in poverty into 
a world in which a pregnant mother would be forced to endure 
a harsh journey on the back of a donkey even though her time 
was near; a world that, when the child was born, would not 
even provide for him a hotel bed, but only an animal’s food 
trough in which to lie; a world in which the infant Son of God 
would, from the very moment of his birth, be subject to  
persecution from a paranoid king and his loyal army. No easy 
land of festive gatherings and family parties greeted our  
Saviour at his birth. It was a harsh visitation, which all began 
with Mary’s act of faith in God. 
Mary had said, nine months earlier, "I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. Let what you have said be done to me." 
That simple "yes" to the angel's message, unbelievable though 
it sounded, would change this world forever. Through Mary's 
trust in God's Word, that Word itself would take flesh within 

her, and be born in the midst of our struggle, our turmoil and 
our uncertainty. Mary said "yes," so the angels sang, the  
shepherds came, and the wise men too. The world rejoiced 
that the Saviour had been born—and from then on would long 
to hear the wondrous “message” repeated, year after year. 
But what is that message? That Christ was born? Yes, but more 
than that—much more. Christ's birth was an event in history, 
but an event, too, that would change history. The message is 
no mere anniversary. Mary said "yes," and the Word took shape 
within her, two thousand years ago. But daily, God calls us too, 
to say "yes" and serve him in one another in the struggles of 
our daily lives. Is there room in our hearts for the Word to be 
born in us, today, in spite of (or even because of) all that is  
going on around us? "How?" we may wonder—but Mary felt the 
same way. In the face of every difficulty, she pondered and 
trusted in God to turn it all to good—and so can we. For this is 
the deeper message of Christmas: not just that Jesus came, but 
that He promised to stay with us, forever, in all of our  
struggles—even in this year's pandemic. 
So, wherever hearts are open to His love, wherever we can say 
the Lord's prayer and mean every word—there Christ is born, 
and there the Word will grow, and spread, and heal. Are we 
ready, then, to welcome Him this Christmas? 

*** BOOKING for CHRISTMAS MASSES *** 
Christmas Eve:      * 5.30pm Holy Cross (now fully booked) 
Christmas Day:      * 9.30 St Mary’s Parish Hall 
           * 11.15 Holy Cross 
26th December:  12 Noon Holy Cross 
   5.00pm Holy Cross (Vigil) 
Sunday 27th:           9.30am Holy Cross 
   11.15am Holy Cross 
Monday 28th: 10.00am Holy Cross 
Tuesday 29th: 10.00am Holy Cross 
Wednesday 30th: 10.00am Holy Cross 
Thursday 31st: 10.00am Holy Cross 
Friday 1st January: 10.00am Holy Cross 
This is in line with the Bishop’s pastoral letter  four weeks ago in which 
he commends to us the ancient practice of celebrating the Christ-
mas Octave—8 days on which we can equally celebrate Christmas. 
* For Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, a booking 
system will remain in place from Monday-Wednesday this week, 
11am-6pm ONLY by telephoning the parish office on 0161 789 
4424. We will need to know the following when you phone: 
1. Your name 
2. Your address (to ensure priority is given to parishioners 
 of St John Paul II) and telephone number 
3. Which Mass you would prefer to attend 
4. How many people will in your “bubble” at the Mass. 
Different bubbles MUST be booked in separately. 

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR CHRIST-
MAS DAY IF YOU HAVE NOT BOOKED YOUR PLACE BEFOREHAND. 

We are truly sorry to have to do things this way, but otherwise we 
would be in the worse situation of turning people away at the door. 

Please follow the guidance of the stewards at Mass. It is  
ESSENTIAL that people go to their allocated seats—otherwise we 
will not be able to fit everyone into the church safely. 
And please remember that the toilets will NOT be available.  

ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL ADVENT SERVICE 
Most of you will not have been able to attend school Christmas 
concerts etc this year—so we are grateful that St Patrick’s have 
published their Advent Service on YouTube and invite you to 
share it there. Find it now at the link below: 

https://youtu.be/XouxOyumIYU  

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Karen, Kenneth, Katie, Baby Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Maura, 
Doreen, Helen, Shirley, Bridget, Sara, Chamina, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, 
Carol, Sarah, John, Vincent de Paul, Alan and Mary, Molly, Anne, Pat-
rick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, Pauline, Shan-
non, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, Frances, Marian, 
Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, Paul, Peter, 
Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, Terry, Betty, 
Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, Alan, Betty, 
Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, David, Evie, 
Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, 
Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr Connelly, 
Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, 
Michaela, Tony, Bernard, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, 
Joe, Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
John, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Mar-
garet, Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, John-
ny, Robin and Steven, Sister Regina, Nicola, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Ar-
thur, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Colin Maryan, Marion Griffith, Fr Peter McKie, Thelma 
Boughton, Tracy Smith, Kathleen Tennant. 
Anniversaries: Eileen Tighe, Daniel Williams, Elaine Murphy, Molly 
Maher, Vincent McElvenny, Norman Reed, Molly and George Blink-
horn. 
Remembrance: Andrew Tighe, Winifred and Bill Hampton, Brian and 
Martin plat, Sean Fanning, John and Monica Potter, Leo and May 
Melling and family, Winnie and Patrick Roddy, Kevin Martin Smith, 
Paula McLernon Wilson, Austin and Doris Smith, Edward Davenport, 
Lavin and Raynor families. 
We also pray: for Melanie & Bren and their unborn child,  for world 
peace, for an end to racism in all its forms and for our schools. We pray 
for world leaders, for God’s guidance and support throughout the 
Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering from the disease, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, for 
NHS and Care Home workers and for a number of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 

Pre-booking 
will not be 
required at 
these Masses 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/47-ChristTheKingA%202020.pdf
https://youtu.be/XouxOyumIYU


                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

CURRENT SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  Livestreamed only at 5.00pm 
Sunday Morning:   Recorded Mass from Holy Cross 
    available online. See details below 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
    Confessions are currently only available 

by prior arrangement 
and out of doors as Fr Martin cannot meet you face to face 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

St MARY’S HEATING 
We have good news to report, that the most favourable tender 
bid has been checked by the diocesan heating advisor and  
approved by the Trustees, so the contract for the works has 
now been allocated and units etc are now on order. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE 
and the “Lord’s Day at Home” leaflet to accompany Sunday’s 
Mass can be viewed and downloaded HERE. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection totalled £637.22 plus a generous donation 
of £1,000. We have also received a further £60 towards the “Advent 
Challenge” for gifts of water to the developing world. Thank you. 

CONTACTLESS CARD PAYMENTS 
Our new contactless payment machine has been installed at 
the back of Holy Cross Church. We would ask, please, that your 
hands are cleansed before and after touching the screen.  
Donations can be made by simply selecting the amount and then 
presenting your card on top of the device. Any amount can be 
selected, and a second screen will invite Gift Aid details (just 
once) for Gift Aid donors. This screen can simply be closed if 
you do not wish to Gift Aid your contactless donations. 

          19th/20th December 2020  
This week we pray for: the intentions of the 
parishioners of St Joseph, Ramsbottom, for Fr Frank Thorpe, 
their parish priest, and for their parish primary school. May 
St Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, inspire them 
to imitate her faith.  

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

Calendar — Church opening marked in Red 
Monday—Wednesday: 10.00am Masses at Holy Cross, open to the public (L) (Church cleaning after Mass on Wednesday) 

Christmas Masses 

Christmas Eve:  5.30pm Mass at Holy Cross—booked places ONLY (L) 
Christmas Day:  9.30am Mass at St Mary’s Parish Hall—booked places ONLY (Recorded Mass available from 9.00am) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross—booked places ONLY 
Boxing Day:  12 Noon Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public  (L) (There will be no Holy Hour today)  
   5.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday at Holy Cross open to the public (L) 
Sunday:  9.30am Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public (Recorded Mass available from 9.00am) 
   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross, open to the public 
Monday 28th—Friday 1st January: 10.00am Masses at Holy Cross, open to the public (L) 

All Masses from 24th December to 1st January are Christmas Masses—celebrate with us any day 

All Masses marked (L) will also be also livestreamed, with a higher quality video of the recordings from Christmas Eve and 
the Saturday Vigil Mass  available on our YouTube channel, and on the Live page of our website from 9.00am the following morning. 

CHURCH CLEANING for CHRISTMAS 
We are appealing for assistance with cleaning Holy Cross 
Church after the 10.00am Mass this Wednesday (23rd  
December). With sufficient volunteers it should only take a 
couple of hours—but please be guided by the stewards who 
are trained in the Covid cleaning protocols which must be  
respected for your safety. Thank you! 

RED MISSION BOXES 
Please do not bring these to church for counting until further 
notice. This is because of the pandemic. Thank you. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
...to Micah who was baptised at Holy Cross during the past 
week. Please pray for him and his family. 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look20December2020ps.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c/files/396a75c2-6edd-4dd0-877e-7973593bea41/LDAH_Advent_4_B_.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live

