
CATHOLIC PARISH � ST JOHN PAUL II, ECCLES 

4th Sunday of Advent 
YEAR C      Morning Prayer Week 4 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro� and St Mary’s, Eccles 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro�, M30 8QD 

FROM THE OLD TO THE NEW 

T he people of Israel had long travelled the roads of suffer-
ing and uncertainty. Age upon age they had received the 

Word of Scripture, tried to follow the pathways laid out for 
them, yet fallen by the way through weakness and pride, 
and found themselves searching for meaning amidst rejec-
6on and exile. Prophets had followed, one a�er another, 
reading the signs of the 6mes and recognising a God who 
had not deserted them, calling to mind his great promises 
and encouraging the people to turn back from their failings 
and their mistrust and look forward instead to their deliver-
ance. And deep down, though o�en they did not wish to 
hear their challenging words, the people knew that what 
the Prophets said was true. God had not deserted them. He 
could not - they were, a�er all, his own chosen people. And 
so the faithful waited in hope for God's promises to come 
true. 

In today's First Reading we hear the prophet Micah speak of 
Bethlehem, a small, insignificant town in Judah, and reveal 
to the people that from this place their redemp6on would 
come. The One whose origin goes back to the days of old - 
the Word we know who spoke Crea6on into being - would 
visit his people there, and the world would be changed. It 
would all come true, though there would be more suffering 

and uncertainty before that truth could finally be revealed. 

Ands so, for 700 years, the faithful held fast to the words of 
Micah and of God's other great prophets, hoping that they 
might see the promised deliverance in their own life6me. 
One day, they knew, God's 6me would be right, and so they 
prayed with hope and expecta6on. 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were two such faithful people, in-
complete as a family, for they remained childless, yet hope-
ful of God's promise bringing them joy. And now the great 
messenger Gabriel comes to reveal God's chosen 6me, and 
to call upon those found worthy of the greatest tasks of all. 
To Elizabeth will be born the last, and the greatest of all 
prophets, who will announce that God's 6me has come. And 
to Mary, that Child of Bethlehem will be born, the Saviour 
who is God's promise come true. 

In today's Gospel, Old and New Testaments meet as the un-
born John rejoices in the presence of his unborn Lord. In so 
short a 6me he, and the Old Testament with him, will step 
down to make way for the New, come alive in the person of 
Jesus. 

God is true to his Word - and can we be true to ours? Can 
our love be great enough for his Word to be born in us this 
Christmas? With Mary and Elizabeth, let us open our hearts 
in trust and expectant joy.  

*** PARISH ADVENT CHALLENGE! *** 
Copies of the CAFOD “World Gifts” catalogue for Christmas are 
still available as you leave church—an alternative idea for 
Christmas where, instead of giving someone a gift they do not 
need, you send a valuable gift to the developing world on their 
behalf, and give them a card to let them know. AND, AS A PAR-
ISH? Last year, Holy Cross, St Matthew’s and St Gilbert’s aimed 
to raise £750 to provide a village water supply—and actually 
achieved a wonderful £1,646. Now, of course, our new parish is 
much larger—so the challenge for this year, set by our “Hope in 
the Future” Committee: Could we raise £2,250 for three village 
water supplies? Were we up for it?? We don’t seem to be mak-
ing it this year—though Holy Cross and All Saints’ school has 
just contributed £347.00 which will be added to the total. Let’s 
see what we can do with one last effort! 

It has come to our aJen6on that there are some people re-
ally struggling to make their own way to the 11.00am Mass 
at Holy Cross on Sundays. The parish minibus is here to as-
sist you—you only need to ask and our drivers are more 
than willing to help out. Please speak to Sister Jenny, Fr 
Mar6n or Marie in the Parish Office.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

OFFERTORY 
Collec4on: 8th/9th December:   See print version 
  Advent Challenge:   See print version 
  Bingo Night:    See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re4ring collec4on this week or next... 

...but the Advent Challenge goes on! 
Totals so far—Parish: See print version 

Holy Cross & All Saints’ School: See print version 
What can we manage in one last effort? 

• New to one of the parishes? 

• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 

• Like a visit from the priest? 

• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 

 Please speak to Fr Mar6n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 6me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Catherine, James, Albert, Alan, John, John, 
Malcolm, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Terry, Elizabeth, 
Anne, Mary, Elizabeth, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Eunice, Char-
lotte, Billy, David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Jean, Sheila, 
Monica, Joan, Clare, John, Eileen, Kathleen, Joyce, Mar-
garet, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Philo-
mena, Sister Olivia, Fr Paul, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, 
Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, Catorina, Michaela, To-
ny, Melanie, Bernard, Martin and Bridget and family, 
Margaret, Elaine, Ellen, Alec, Glenes, Mary, Stephen, 
Sheila, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, David, Angela, Jackie, Chris-
topher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, John, Sheila, 
Martin, Joanne, Desmond, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Har-
vey, Marie, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, 
May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Antho-
ny, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Mavis 
Walsh, Maureen McMillan, Johnny Delaney, Robin and 
Steven, Sister Regina, Nijole, Josie, Stephen, Bernard, 
Jack and Joan, Kevin. 
Lately Dead: Steve Unitt, Bertha d’Costa, Eric Walker, 
Ann (McDermott) Richards, Jack Ryan (Fr Michael 
Ryan’s father), Brian Aldred, Sean Daly, Eileen Martha 
Cruise. 
Anniversaries: Elaine Murphy, Daniel Williams, Susha-
nah Costello, Margaret Gallraith, Bridget Gannon, Sea-
mus Gannon, Bridget Tierney, Mary Jo Conway, Roy 
Hall, Thomas Stanley Dickinson, Patrocinio Gigante, 
Honoria McTigue, Norman Reed, Mary Smith, Alexander 
Iddon. 
Remembrance: Winifred and Bill Hampton, Sarah and 
Patrick McDermott, Kevin Roddy, Barbara, Eileen and 
Harry Banks, Winnie and Patrick Roddy, Carrie Tucker, 
Royle, Roddy, McDermott and Pelosi families. 
We also pray: for Fr Livesey, in thanksgiving, for world 
peace, for the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop 
John and the restructuring of our diocese, for the 
housebound and those in hospital, nursing and residen-
tial homes, and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar6n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     mar6n.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 6mes 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Hall Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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NEW MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.15pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at St Mary’s 
    11.00am at Holy Cross 

(with Children's Liturgy throughout the academic year) 
Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass at Holy Cross 

and as announced at St Mary’s 
Sunday Evening:  6.15pm at St Mary’s 
Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
Liverpool Road  
Patricro�   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Mary’s  
and 5.45-6.05pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 

a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 
Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

St MATTHEW’S CHURCH 
The Polish heritage group that we hope will make good use 
of the church building at St Matthew’s met last week with 
the diocese in preparation for a formal contract, and good 
progress was made. Several items from the church have 
now, as discussed at the meeting on 23rd October, been 
transferred to our schools: Our Lady statue to Holy Cross and 
All Saints, St Joseph statue and Crib to St Gilbert’s, Stations of 
the Cross to St Mary’s. Some books have also been trans-
ferred to St Mary’s Church, the Altar has been switched with 
Our Lady’s Altar at Holy Cross, and many other items have 
now been transferred to Holy Cross until we establish where 
they are most needed. The Book of Remembrance has also 
been transferred to the parish office, where Sr Jenny will up-
date it for the newly amalgamated parish before it is trans-
ferred to St Mary’s. Everyone will be kept informed of pro-
gress. In the meantime, please be vigilant—if you are passing 
the church and see anything suspicious do, please, let the 
parish office know (or the police if it is a matter of urgency). 

PARISH WEBSITE 
The website will soon be “rebranded” under the new parish 
name of St John Paul II. The amalgama6on pages will then 
be taken down, and updates will be expedited to ensure 
both sides of the parish are fully reflected in the site. Com-
ments are, as always, most welcome.

                    22nd/23rd December 2018   
This week we pray for: 
• The parish of Our Lady of Grace,  

Prestwich,  with Mgr Allen and Fr. Dearman. 
• The parish of St Joseph and St. Peter, with Fr. Boast. 
• The chaplaincy to Prestwich Hospital, for the Sisters of 

Sion, and their parish primary schools . 

ADVANCE NOTICE—BISHOP’S VISITATION 
Bishop John will be visiting our parish of St John Paul II on 
the weekend of 5th/6th January, and will most probably be 
at all Masses. He will also wish to meet, informally, with our 
parish committees and other groups whilst he is here. We 
look forward to welcoming him in happier times than his re-
cent visit on the sad occasion of the closure of St Matthew’s. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
This was a great success last week—and served so well at 
bringing our communi6es together. Thank you to all who 
organised the event, and to all who came along on the day. 

PRAYER MEETING at St GILBERT’S 
There will be a prayer meeting with Sr Jenny at St Gilbert’s 
Presbytery on Thursday of next week (3rd January) at 2.00pm. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

           Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar Weekday Calendar (Week beginning Monday 24th December) 

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve    
          10.00am Mass at St Mary’s with Fr Livesey, and Confessions available a�erwards un6l 11.00am 
          5.30pm Vigil of Readings and Carols followed by the First Mass of Christmas — all at Holy Cross 

             Mulled wine, mince pies and other refreshments will be served afterwards — do, please, stay a while! 
9.00pm Mass for Christmas Night at St Mary’s 

Christmas DayChristmas DayChristmas DayChristmas Day    
9.30am Mass at St Mary’s 

11.00am Mass at Holy Cross 

Wednesday:  11.00am Mass at St Mary’s 

Thursday:   10.00am Funeral Mass at St Mary’s for the late Rose Ann White. May she rest in peace 
Friday: 
   6.30pm Exposi4on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi4on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Mary’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena 


