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FEASTDAY OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

T oday, on this Sunday after Christmas Day, the Church 
directs our attention towards the Holy Family of  

Nazareth, where Jesus grew up like any other child in the 
home of Mary and Joseph—and we give thanks for our own 
families and for our parish community. 
We might think of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as somehow 
making up an “extra-ordinary” family, one quite different 
from our own. Yet the mystery of the Incarnation tells us 
that God sent his Son to be one truly like us, in all things but 
sin—to learn and to share everything it means to be human, 
so that we in turn could learn through him to share in his 
Godhead. He came, in reality, to share our “ordinariness.”  
In our human experience, the family is the place where  
children learn the meaning of love, not out of books or  
instructions, but out of the experience of what they feel 
around them. Please God, they find true love in their 
homes, and thus they learn to understand and to share 
something that we could easily spend a lifetime trying to 
describe. The more perfectly our children are loved, the 
more readily they will mature into adulthood, enriched by 
the fullness of humanity with love and life to share. 

GOD IS LOVE—that perfection of love to which we all  
aspire—yet Jesus, born to be fully human, humbled himself 
to learn like every other child the meaning of love, in the 
surroundings of a human family. 
In the joys and pains of Nazareth he learned to discover who 
he was—to know his heavenly Father, and to hear and  
understand the "Word" that he was born to be. Surrounded 
by “brothers and sisters” (the cousins, aunts and uncles of 
his extended family) he experienced play, witnessed their 
petty arguments, heard of a world of trouble and saw his 
people oppressed and led astray. Yet, in the midst of all that 
human frailty, he learned from Mary and Joseph to become 
more than they could ever offer him. He learned who he 
was—God made man—and began his mission to save. 
In the frailty of our own human families we ask for nothing 
more—yet hope for nothing less. In the love we find in our 
homes, we hope and pray that the children of this  
generation will learn to discover who they really are—
hearing God's call, and finding their own unique place in the 
world of tomorrow, graced by God's Spirit.  

THANK YOU... 
...to so many who worked so hard in the preparation and presen-
tation of our Christmas Services. Your efforts were greatly appreci-
ated, and many favourable comments have been received. More-
over, we do all of this for the glory of God as we celebrate the 
wonder of the Incarnation, and we pray that all the hard work has 
helped us to experience something of the true Spirit of Christmas. 

AND ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 
...thank you from Fr Martin for all your prayers, cards, gifts and 
good wishes over the Christmas season. The support of such a 
wonderful team of parishioners during this testing time has 
been, and continues to be invaluable—may God bless you all. 

ADVENT CHALLENGE! 
Our target is to raise £1,545.00, in support of CAFOD and 
Mary’s Meals. £750 will provide a life-saving community water 
supply to a village in the developing world, whilst the  
remaining £795 will provide school meals for a year to 50 
needy children in the many poverty-stricken and war-torn 
countries in which Mary’s Meals operate. (This year, this will 
be match-funded to bring the total supported up to 100 
children. Total so far: £1,064.10. The collection remains 
open during the Christmas season. 

HOLY COMMUNION at HOME 
Our Eucharistic Ministers are now able to take Holy  
Communion once more to the sick and housebound at 
home (though not yet to those in nursing homes). It’s  
possible now that some who used to attend Mass regularly 
before the pandemic may not now feel fit enough to return. 
Would you like Holy Communion to be brought to you at 
home? Please contact the Parish Office. 

        LOAVES AND FISHES 
Thank you for your amazing response to the “Gifts for teens” 
appeal. Through your generosity, the parish was able to donate 
well over 60 gifts for teenagers in our community. A picture has 
been placed on the Loaves and Fishes noticeboard in the corner 
at the back of church. Do, please, take a look! (a big thank you 
also to  Claire for co-ordinating this appeal). 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 
Congratulations to Bridget (Green 265), Jean (Green 8) and 
Oliver (Pink 6) - the winners in  our Christmas hamper raffle. 
Thank you also for the generous donors who provided the 
prizes. The total raised for parish funds was £718.00—so a 
final thank you to all those who took part! 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                   
Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Michael, Katarina, Michaela, Evelyn, Caroline, Tony, 
Maureen, Maureen, Peggy, Tom & Bridget, Peter, Rifa, Barbara, Rosa 
Maria (baby), Edna, Linda, Fr Peter CSSP, Ann-Marie, Liz, Stephen, 
Elizabeth, Irene, Shane, Sidney, Margaret, Carole, Marjorie, Geoff, 
Anne, Paulina, Agnes, Alan, Margaret, Peter, Ann, Paul, Allan, Keith, 
Gwyneth, Joan, Karen, Kenneth, Patrick, Kathleen, Pat, Doreen, Helen, 
Bridget, Sara, Tara, Mary, Carole, Phil, Carol, Sarah, Alan and Mary, 
Molly, Anne, Patrick, David, Peter, Kevin, Helen, Lynn, Pam and Derek, 
Pauline, Shannon, John, Chris, Ann, Patrick, Clifford, Mrs Wood, 
Frances, Marian, Bridget, Iris, Pauline, Sharon, Fr Mullin, John, Joan, 
Paul, Peter, Maureen, Pat, Patrick, David, Sister Maureen, Yvonne, 
Terry, Betty, Betty, Kathleen, Colette, Stanley, Win, Catherine, James, 
Alan, Betty, Evelyn, Elizabeth, Anne, Mary, Joan, Amanda, Pat, Billy, 
David, Evie, Mary, Chamari, Sheila, Monica, Clare, John, Eileen, Kath-
leen, Joyce, Margaret, Christine, Jean, Margaret, Deborah, Patrick, Fr 
Connelly, Jean, Vincent, Maureen, Eleanor, Margaret, Robert, Ken, 
Catorina, Michaela, Tony, Elaine, Ellen, Glenes, Caroline, Lynne, Joe, 
Jackie, Gemma, Sheila, Martin, Joanne, John, Joan, Janice, Bill, John, 
Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Gerald, May, Louise, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Maureen, Johnny, Rob-
in and Steven, Nicola, Don, Nijole, Ken, Stephen, Mildred. 
Lately Dead: Colm & Maureen Cronin, Moira Bennett, Annie Laus, Ar-
thur Labinjo-Hughes, Doreen Berry, Brendan Towey, Tina Griffiths, Bar-
bara Habryn, Patrick Kelly (Eire), Terry Smith, Sheila Devlin. 
Anniversaries: Audrey Crompton, Barbara Cooper, Susannah Costello, 
Elaine Murphy, Margaret Galbraith, Molly Maher, Steve Unitt, Bill Finn, 
Vincent McElvenny, Andrew Tighe. 
Remembrance: Maureen & James Yellop, Mary & Michael Lambert, 
Mary Griffiths, Gerard & Herbert Nicholls, Annie & Fred Whittaker, 
Winifred & Bill Hampton, Violet Freeman, Monica & John Potter, Bar-
bara, Eileen & Harry Banks, May & Leo Mellins, Sewell, Curran, Raffer-
ty and Mizzi families. 
We also pray: for Mrs Forshaw (retiring headteacher of St Mary’s Pri-
mary School), Mass Bouquets for Jean (100th Birthday), Jane & Neill, 
Susan & Derrick, for the Ward and Devlin families, for Lyndsay, for 
migrants, for the people of Afghanistan, for peace all around the 
world, and for an end to racism in all its forms. We pray for the Syro-
Malabar community, for each of our schools, and for our Sacramental 
Programme families. We pray for all world leaders, for God’s guidance 
and support throughout the Covid-19 crisis and for all those suffering 
from the disease, for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, for NHS and Care Home workers and for a num-
ber of special intentions.  

Services usually held at: Holy Cross, Patricroft and St Mary’s, Eccles 
Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricroft, M30 8QD 



                               PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  (Please note that email addresses below can NOT be clicked as links) 
Parish Priest:  Fr Martin A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     martin.collins @1dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-4pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Facebook: @ourparishcommunity 
Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other times 
 Email:     srjenny @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
Parish Halls Hire:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839  
 Email:  hall1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 

Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES from NEXT WEEK 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.00pm at Holy Cross 
Sunday Morning:   9.30am at Holy Cross 
    11.15am at Holy Cross 

Children’s Liturgies are currently suspended 
Refreshments after Masses are also currently suspended 

Weekdays:   See Calendar below 
Holydays:    As announced beforehand 

Holy Cross RC Church  
370 Liverpool Road  
Patricroft   
M30 8QD   

Parish Safeguarding Reps: Tara Higgins/Ged Dale 
            Email: safeguarding @1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Mary’s:     0161 789 4532 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confessions currently available, 11.10-11.45am on Saturdays 

in the Parish Meeting Room at Holy Cross (not the Confessional). 
Please be guided by the stewards 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptism. 

Please refer to the website for further information 

THANK YOU, SISTER JENNY! 
For the past 11 years, Sister Jenny has, amongst her many 
other valuable roles in the parish, run our Baptismal  
programme with great care and efficiency. Given the size of 
the parish and the number of baptisms, it has never been an 
easy task. She is now taking a step back from this work, and 
Pam has kindly agreed to take on the co-ordinating role. We 
are enormously grateful to Sister for her tireless service, and 
pray for God’s blessings upon her. (We do, of course, still 
have other ways of keeping her busy, so don’t worry, we’ll 
still be seeing her around!) Our sincere thanks, too, to Pam, 
who will now become the first point of contact for Baptisms. 
Contact will still be via the online application form. 

...AND A THOUGHT on BAPTISING YOUR CHILD 
The Canon Law of the Church instructs us that children should 
be Baptised “in the first few weeks” after birth (Canon 867),  
suggesting that parents make the preparations perhaps even 
before the child is born. Sadly, modern custom has increasingly 
ignored this, and parents hurriedly seek to get their children 
Baptised to support their application to a Catholic school,  
sometimes considering it so urgent that they are upset to hear 
that time in preparation should be needed at all. Even apart from 
considering the child’s spiritual life, Covid showed a fundamental 
flaw in the modern custom when some children were denied 
places in schools simply because the last minute applications 
could not be fulfilled. Might this provide some food for thought? 

CYCLE of PRAYER 
This week we pray, throughout the Diocese,  
for the people of the parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
with St John Bosco, Blackley, and for Father Anthony, 
their parish priest. We pray for the sisters of the Cross 
and Passion and for their parish primary schools.  
May Mary, Mother of God, confirm them all in their mission. 

St Mary’s RC Church 
Oxford Street 
Eccles 
M30 0LU 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 
Baptisms: Baptisms will resume in the New Year. 
First Communion Programme—Our new programme is now 
underway. Please maintain a regular involvement in our Masses! 
Presentation of certificates (which will take place during 
Mass) for our last two cohorts will be arranged initially 
through the schools, with special arrangements to be made 
for the children who are not in our parish schools. 

COLLECTIONS 
Last week’s collection in church totalled £717.67. Thank you 
also to all who donate online, by Standing Order and via the 
contactless device  at the back of church. Thank you for your 
continued generosity in these difficult times. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEET etc 
This week’s “Look” leaflet for your children can be found HERE. 

Calendar for This Week—Church Opening in Red 
        Saturday 25th Dec: No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
               (The Holy Family) Sunday 26th:   9.30am Mass at Holy Cross 

   11.15am Mass at Holy Cross 
          (St John the Evangelist) Monday 27th: Sorry, no Mass on Mondays  

           (The Holy Innocents) Tuesday 28th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross (Livestreamed) 

           (St Thomas Becket) Wednesday 29th: 10.00am Mass at Holy Cross with St Mary’s First Communions (Livestreamed) 

    Thursday 30th: 11.00am Mass Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Brendan Towey (Livestreamed) 

                  Friday 31st:  12 Midnight—Mass to greet the New Year  
           New Year’s Day: 12 noon Mass at Holy Cross following a Holy Hour from 11.00am (Livestreamed) 

6.00pm Mass at Holy Cross (Vigil Mass for Sunday) (Livestreamed) 
This Mass will continue to be available on the Sunday Mass page of our website on Sunday and throughout the week, and on our 
Facebook Page. Also, at 6pm (only) it can also be viewed live on our YouTube channel. 

All Services at St Mary’s are 
suspended during the  

renovation works 

https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.mygivinghub.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086324&type=2&reference=S07&amount=
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/documents/Look26Dec2021ps.pdf
https://www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk/live/last-sunday-s-mass
https://www.facebook.com/ourparishcommunity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRbsD6B1cg7beD8NWwaCOLg

