
KEY RESPONSES AT MASS 

Simple responses, to know as soon as possible 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy 
Response: Lord, have mercy 

Priest:  Christ, have mercy 
Response: Christ, have mercy 

Priest:  …through Christ, our Lord 
Response: Amen 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

Priest:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to… (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) 
Response: Glory to you, O Lord 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Reader: Lord, in your mercy  Or: Lord, hear us 
Response: Hear our prayer    Lord, graciously hear us 

Preface Dialogue – Priest: The Lord be with you 
Response: And with your spirit 

Priest:  Lift up your hearts 
Response: We lift them up to the Lord 

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
Response: It is right and just 

End of Mass: Thanks be to God 

Some more complicated responses which it would be good to learn 

Priest:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours  
may be acceptable to God, the Almighty Father. 

Response: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands,  
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

After the Our Father (and remembering there’s no “Amen” after “deliver us from evil”): 
  For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
  are yours, now and forever. 

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Response: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  



} We strike our breast at these words 

Another version of the Penitential Rite at the start of Mass: 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

through my fault, 
through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

Some responses which are usually sung (or changed because of singing) at our main Masses 

Prep of Gifts: Blessed be God forever (left out when a hymn is being sung instead) 

Lamb of God: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Memorial Acclamations 
Priest:  The mystery of faith 
Responses either: 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

Or: 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 

Or: 
Save us, Saviour of the world, 
for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free. 

Great Amen 
Priest:  …for ever and ever 
Response: Amen. 

Just a couple of other things to learn and remember… 

Before the Gospel, people make a small cross with their thumb on the forehead, lips and 
heart, praying silently: “May the Lord be in my mind, on my lips and in my heart.” 

Remember as we say the Creed to bow during those lines which speak of Jesus being born. 
Also remember the big words: “Consubstantial” with the Father means “one” with the Father. 
“Incarnate” and “begotten” both (more or less) mean “born.” 


