
THE FIRST HALF OF THE MASS 

Welcome 

We meet together as God’s family – we are all welcome! 

We make the Sign of the Cross and say: “AMEN.” 

The priest may say, “The Lord be with you”  

and all respond: “and with your spirit” 

Penitential Rite 

Jesus is perfect, and he showed us how to be perfect. 

We try to be perfect, but we often don’t manage it for very long! 

The “Penitential Rite” is just a time to say “sorry” for our mistakes – and then we throw them 

away and ask God to help us to be more perfect from now on. (A “Rite” is just a form of prayer). 

We might say the “I Confess” – you can read this from the card. 

The priest might say “Lord, have mercy” and everyone repeats “Lord, have mercy.” 

We then repeat “Christ, have mercy” in the same way, and at the end of the prayer we all 

say “AMEN.”  

Always try to join in the responses – be a part of the family of God at prayer! 

Gloria (Glory to God) 

We say or sing our great prayer of praise to God.  

We can follow the words on the card or the news-sheet. 

If we sing the Gloria, try to join in the chorus! 

          The chorus might be in Latin:  

          “Gloria in excelsis Deo” just means “Glory to God in the highest.” 

Readings (Liturgy of the Word) 

We sit down and listen carefully to the readings – they are God’s words, spoken by the 

reader. Remember - if these are God’s words, it means God is speaking to us! 

At the end of the Readings, the reader will say: “The Word of the Lord” and we respond, 

“Thanks be to God!” 

Try to join in the response to the Psalm after each verse is read. It will be on the news-

sheet. 

We stand to sing the Gospel Acclamation – because the Gospel is special. It tells us about Jesus.  

We say: “Glory to you, O Lord” at the start, and “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!” at the end. 

Then, we sit for the Homily. (A “Homily” is where the priest talks to us about the readings 

and what they might mean). Stay alert now, because you might be asked a few questions! 



After the Homily, we stand for the CREED, and we join in, from the card or the news-sheet. 

The “Creed” is a prayer in which we say to God what we believe. As we say the Creed, it 

helps us to remind ourselves of why God is so special to us. 

Here are some big words to try and learn: 

“Begotten, not made” – this means that Jesus is God’s Son, not something God 

“created.” (God created us, but Jesus is God as well as well as being a man). 

“Consubstantial with the Father” – this just means “one” with the Father.  

           Jesus, God the Father (and God the Holy Spirit) are one God together, not three. 

“Incarnate of the Virgin Mary” – this just means “born,” like we were all born. Saying 

this helps us to remember that even though Jesus is God, he is completely like us, too. 

Then we stay standing and join in the BIDDING PRAYERS. 

“Bidding” just means that we are asking God for something – for ourselves or for other people. 

Listen carefully to the reader, and think about the people we are praying for.  

The prayers may end: “Lord, hear us” and we respond, “Lord, graciously hear us,” or 

maybe they might end: “Lord, in your mercy” and then we respond, “hear our 

prayer.” 

 

The Bidding Prayers are the last part of the “Liturgy of the Word,” and after them we sit down.  

The bread and wine are now prepared for the “Liturgy of the Eucharist” which starts the 

second half of the Mass, and we’ll be looking at this more carefully over the next few weeks. 

 

A “Liturgy” is simply a group of prayers that we say together, when we pray as God’s family 

in church or in school.  

 

Have you tried praying together as a family at home? 


